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The conservation of endangered species is a major concern in the face  of global  change, yet in  situ  efforts to  maintain threatened species are often  unsuccessful because the his- toric  environmental conditions that sustained populations of endangered species have  since  changed dramatically. Conservationists have  long considered human-assisted col- onization to more  suitable environments as an alternative approach [1]. The  option  for assisted colonization has  re- ceived renewed interest in the light of predicted impacts of climate change on endangered species [2]. Thomas [3] fur- ther develops this conservation option  and  provocatively suggests that the UK  can  represent an  assisted regional colonization area (ARC) for imperiled Iberian species. Al- though general concerns regarding  assisted  colonization already exist [4], we  use  the specific  example of the UK ARC to further illustrate the pitfalls of this approach.
First,  climate change is  not the main threat  of most imperiled species and  there are few examples of global species extinctions owing to climate change [5]. For example, the population decline of the Iberian lynx (Lynx pardinus) over  the past 50  years is  a  result of human persecution, landscape fragmentation and  disease, factors unrelated to climatic conditions [6]. The scarcity of extensive high-quality Mediterranean shrub vegetation is a primary reason for the ineffectiveness of conservation efforts in Spain. Rabbits, although a necessary condition for population persistence of lynx, are thus not sufficient to ensure lynx survival in the UK. Therefore, simply because areas of suitable climate are available, translocating  species to  these regions will  not necessarily alleviate the risk  of their extinction [7].
Second,  human assisted colonization already has  a long history through the deliberate and  accidental introduction of alien species worldwide, and  these events have  them- selves increased the pressure on endangered species, even if they have  resulted in relatively few species extinctions [8]. The complex  and  interacting negative effects of introduced species  on  biodiversity, human  health,  cultural  values and  ecosystem services might only become evident decades after introduction [9]. Thus, even if few species extinctions, can  be  attributed to  introduced  species and   introduced
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species might increase the regional pool  of species, it  is na¨ıve to assume that introductions are risk  free.
Third, especially when  advocating the  translocation of iconic top predators such as the lynx, proponents need to be acutely aware of the potential for human–wildlife conflicts. Translocations of once extant predators in the UK have  all met  with  opposition from different sectors of British socie- ty, even to the  extent of persecution following release [10]. These conflicts  also  occur  for introduced plant species regardless of the  fact that they  have  a narrow distribution in the  native range and  are  widespread in the  UK. Public perceptions regarding rhododendron (Rhododendron pon- ticum) in UK are  unlikely to be different if it were  native, because indigenous grass, shrub and  tree species that also colonize British heathlands are managed just as vigorously [11] to prevent changes in heathland  ecosystem function. Thus,  the   suggestion that  the   UK   should  become   a European wildlife  park, with  scant appreciation of the cultural as  well  as  scientific value of native biodiversity, will probably become mired in the politics of public opinion, and  threats to undermine such  initiatives.
In sum,  we advocate an integrative approach to mitigate the impacts of global  change on endangered species that focuses  exclusively on neither climate nor iconic taxa. We have   to  recognize that  assisted  colonization might face insurmountable  governance issues.  By  not engaging in wishful thinking about ARCs, scientists, stakeholders and politicians will realize that only with concerted investment in  in  situ  initiatives of a  sufficient scale  will  endangered species have  a future.
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