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Objectives

Constrain the variability in growth parameters in Pinna nobilis populations.
Study age and growth rates in different populations of this species in order to identify
the best environmental conditions for growth and development.
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Methods ]
Fig. 1: Distribution of sampled populations
Sample collection and processing
1.We used 132 empty shells collected in a depth range
between 5 and 10 m and from 3 exposed (E) and 4
sheltered (S) populations (see Fig. 1): 1-Moraira, 2-Raco,
3-Olla and 4-Tabarca in Alicante, 5-Mar Menor in Murcia
and 6-Freus, 7-Gandulf in Cabrera.

Results and discussion

We observed important differences in growth parameters among populations.
- The most variable growth parameter is maximum size (L., ).
- Individuals from Moraira and Freus are dwarf in comparison to the rest of populations (see Tables).

Tables: von Bertalanffy growth equations from the 7 populations
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ventrally. Each piece was then cut in sections across the
records of the posterior adductor muscle scar (PAMS)
(Garcia-March et al, 2011).
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Fig. 2: Individual von Bertalanffy growth equations. T and k fixed (L,,,, random)
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