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Supervisor: Prof. Javier Aizpurua

Date of defense: 23rd July 2014





Acknowledgement





CONTENTS

Contents

Introduction 3

1 Electromagnetic fields 5
1.1 Maxwell’s equations and material relationships . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
1.2 Wave equation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
1.3 Fourier transform of Maxwell’s equations and the wave equation . . . . . . . . . . . 7
1.4 Poynting’s theorem and energy of electromagnetic fields . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
1.5 Maxwell stress tensor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
1.6 Vector and scalar potentials . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

2 Electron energy loss spectroscopy 13
2.1 Field of a moving electron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
2.2 Classical dielectric formalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
2.3 Bulk loss probability . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
2.4 Surface modes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
2.5 Localized modes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

3 Numerical approaches 21
3.1 Boundary element method . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21
3.2 Discrete dipole approximation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23
3.3 Finite-difference time-domain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

4 Interaction of spherical particles with an electron beam 27
4.1 Multipole expansion of the field produced by fast electron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27
4.2 External fields . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32
4.3 Induced fields outside the particle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35
4.4 Induced fields inside the sphere . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41
4.5 Energy loss probability . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44

5 Evolution of electromagnetic fields in time domain 47
5.1 Exact analytical solution for the external field . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47
5.2 Fields in the attosecond regime . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48
5.3 Fields in the femtosecond regime . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51

6 Forces acting on a metallic sphere in time domain 55
6.1 Numerical procedure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56
6.2 Evolution of Maxwell stress tensor in attosecond times . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57
6.3 Evolution of Maxwell stress tensor in femtosecond times . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57
6.4 Calculation of forces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62

7 Summary 67

Bibliography 69

Appendix A: Mathematical apparatus 73

Appendix B: Optical properties of metals 76

1



CONTENTS

2



INTRODUCTION

Introduction
The field of electron microscopy has passed a long way since its invention in early 1930s. In the be-
ginnings, electron microscopes were capable of magnification in the order of hundreds, but nowadays
they can achieve atomic resolution [45], which is possible thanks to great advances in the correction
of aberrations, development of better electron sources, detectors and vacuum devices. Together with
these improvements, application of many techniques employing electron microscopy started.

The first measurements by means of electron energy loss spectroscopy (EELS) were introduced
by Ruthemann in 1941 [50] and by Hillier and Baker in 1944 [29]. EELS has been widely used for
identifying the energies of various types of excitations in materials and in 1950s, it helped to discover
the existence of surface plasmon, which were detected in thin metallic foils together with the already
known bulk plasma oscillations. A theoretical explanation was given by Ritchie [48] in 1957 and the
name of the excitation comes from Stern and Ferrell [51]. These and other works in the last years
led to great development of the field of physics, nowadays called plasmonics.

Although it seems plasmonics is something completely new, people have known plasmons since
ancient times. There can occur not only bulk or surface plasmons in metallic layers, but it is
possible to observe localized surface plasmons in small metal particles as well. When we illuminate
tiny particles, e.g. in colloidal solutions, we can see them shining in different colours related to
their resonant frequencies, which depend on size, shape or material. This effect was employed by
glass-blowers, who produced beautiful colourful glass (Lycurgus cup can serve as a nice example
[38]).

This phenomena is now being intensively studied because of many possible applications derived
from the confinement and enhancement of the fields associated with surface plasmons. Localized
surface plasmons can be used for biodetection due to the high sensitivity of the resonant frequency
to dielectric environment in surroundings of the particle and they are also employed in a branch of
so-called enhanced spectroscopies (e.g. surface enhanced Raman spectroscopy or surface enhanced
infrared absorption) as they help to enhance the detected signal. Great efforts are also invested in
using such particles in near-field optical devices and in controlling optical signals [44].

For the development of new applications it is necessary to be able to design particles and struc-
tures of properties on demand. Many techniques to manufacture particles differing in sizes, shapes
and composition exist, as well as lots of characterization methods, including spectroscopies and
microscopies covering a wide variety of frequency ranges. Although developed 70 years ago, EELS
still remains on of the most fundamental methods to explore resonant modes of these nanoparticles.
Due to the evanescent nature of the fields produced by moving electrons, EELS can reveal not only
bright, but also dark modes [33], therefore providing very detailed information about the particles
and the nanostructures.

The fields around tiny particles, generated by swift electrons, can also induce forces acting
on them. These phenomena cause the nanoparticle motion and can be employed as a tool for
manipulation at nanoscale [7], [10], [54]. Because of the resolution of electron microscopes, these
”electron tweezers” can be much more accurate than conventional techniques used for this purpose
[53]. However, it shows up that the nature of the forces is not only attractive with respect to
the beam as one would expect intuitively, but in some cases there can exist repulsion between the
electron beam and the nanoparticle [7], [47], [21]. The aim of this work is to explain the ambiguous
nature of the forces acting on plasmonic nanoparticles.

In the first chapter we introduce fundamental quantities related to the electromagnetic field and
provide a basis to develop the different parts of the thesis. In the next two chapters, we focus
on electron energy loss spectroscopy and the different numerical approaches that are often used to
calculate electron energy loss spectra and maps of induced fields in metal particles.
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In the fourth chapter we deal with the approach developed by Garćıa de Abajo [20] leading to an
analytical expressions for the fields induced by electrons near spherical particles. We then show the
resonance modes in frequency domain and compare our results with numerical calculations. Then
we apply a Fourier transformation to calculate the time dependence of the electromagnetic fields
and reveal the evolution of the fields in different regimes of time. Within the last chapter, the
time dependence of integrated Maxwell stress tensor will be expressed, trying to understand the
fundamental principles leading to nanoparticle motion. Unraveling the complex dynamics induced
by fast electron beams might provide a tool to manipulate matter in the nanoscale.
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1. ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELDS

1. Electromagnetic fields
In this chapter we start with the theory of electromagnetic fields as we need to introduce the
relevant quantities, the formalism and setting the basis for the following chapters. SI units are used
throughout this chapter. Conversion to Gaussian units can be found e.g. in [32].

1.1. Maxwell’s equations and material relationships

Electromagnetic fields can be expressed by means of four fundamental equations named after the
Scottish mathematical physicist James Clerk Maxwell. The form of these equations that we use
nowadays was introduced by Oliver Heaviside.

The first equation is also called Gauss’s law and it connects the electric displacement D with the
density of free charge ρF [32], [52]:

∇ ·D = ρF,

"

∂V

D · dS =

˚

V

ρFdV. (1.1)

An equivalent equation, which holds for the magnetic field B, establishes that there exists no mag-
netic monopole in nature:

∇ ·B = 0,

"

∂V

B · dS = 0. (1.2)

The third equation is Faraday’s law of induction which shows that the change of the magnetic field
B with time gives rise to an electric field E

∇×E = −∂B

∂t
,

˛

∂S

E · ds = − d

dt

¨

S

B · dS, (1.3)

and similarly Ampére’s law with Maxwell’s displacement current shows that we can expect mag-
netizing field H in the presence of free current density JF or when the electric displacement D is
changing with time:

∇×H = JF +
∂D

∂t
,

˛

∂S

H · ds =

¨

S

JF · dS +
d

dt

¨

S

D · dS. (1.4)

In equations (1.1)–(1.3) We presented the ”macroscopic” set of Maxwell’s equations and showed
both the differential and the integral form which are suitable for different purposes. The equivalence
of these two forms can be derived from the divergence theorem [Eqs. (1.1) and (1.2)] and Stokes’
theorem [Eqs. (1.3) and (1.4)].

The relationship between E and D can be written as

D = ε0E + P, (1.5)

where P is the polarization of the material and ε0 is the electric permittivity of vacuum, while for
vectors related to magnetic fields

H =
B

µ0
−M (1.6)
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1.1. MAXWELL’S EQUATIONS AND MATERIAL RELATIONSHIPS

holds. µ0 is the magnetic permeability of vacuum and M the magnetization of material. Both P
and M express an average dipole moment per unit volume, electric in the case of polarization or
magnetic when we refer to magnetization.

If we write the total charge density (ρ) as the sum of free (ρF) and bounded (ρB) charges and
the current density (J) as the sum of free (JF) and bounded (JB) current densities, respectively,

ρ = ρF + ρB, (1.7) J = JF + JB (1.8)

and plug Eqs. (1.5), (1.6), (1.7) and (1.8) into Eqs. (1.1) and (1.4), we obtain the following
relationships for bound charge and current densities:

∇ ·P = −ρB, (1.9) JB = ∇×M +
∂P

∂t
. (1.10)

If we further apply the divergence operator to equation (1.4), apply that ∇ ·∇×V = 0 and use
Eqs. (1.7), (1.8), (1.9) and (1.10), the continuity equation is revealed:

∇ · J +
∂ρ

∂t
= 0. (1.11)

In linear, homogeneous and non-magnetic media other two important relationships hold, namely

D = εE (1.12)

and
B = µH, (1.13)

where ε stands for electric permittivity and µ for magnetic permeability of the material and thus
describe its properties. When we compare Eqs. (1.12) and (1.13) with Eqs. (1.5) and (1.6), we
obtain the expressions for the polarization and magnetization:

P = ε0χEE, (1.14) M = χMH, (1.15)

where χE is electric susceptibility and χM magnetic susceptibility defined via

χE =
ε

ε0
− 1 = εr − 1, (1.16) χM =

µ

µ0
− 1 = µr − 1. (1.17)

To complete material relationships, we mention the generalized Ohm’s law in differential form for
linear media without dispersion in time and space:

J = σE, (1.18)

with σ denoting the conductivity of the material. If we consider non-locality in time and space, the
right-hand sides of Eqs. (1.12) and (1.18) have to be replaced by the convolution:

D(r, t) =

˘
dt′dr′ε(r− r′, t− t′)E(r′, t′) J(r, t) =

˘
dt′dr′σ(r− r′, t− t′)E(r′, t′), (1.19)

where we integrate over the whole space and at all times. Previous expressions are recovered, when
the response functions ε and σ are proportional to a delta distribution (see Appendix A), which is
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1. ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELDS

fulfilled for a local response. We can also see that the response functions in Eq. (1.19) depend only
on the differences of position vectors (r − r′) and time (t − t′). This is due to the homogeneity of
the system.

1.2. Wave equation

If we apply the curl on Faraday’s and Ampére-Maxwell’s law in the absence of charges and currents
and use the vector identity ∇×V = ∇(∇ ·V)−∇2V, we obtain

∇(∇ ·E)−∇2E = −∇×
(
∂B
∂t

)
, (1.20)

∇(∇ ·H)−∇2H = ∇×
(
∂D
∂t

)
. (1.21)

In Eq. (1.20) we can substitute B as in Eq. (1.13) and Eq. (1.12) can be used in Eq. (1.21) to
replace D by E. If ∇ε = 0 and ∇µ = 0 hold, the first terms on the left-hand sides of Eqs. (1.20)
and (1.21) dissapear, and after exchange of derivatives on the right-hand sides we finally obtain:(

∇2 − εµ ∂
2

∂t2

){
E
H

}
= 0. (1.22)

This type of equation is commonly called the wave equation because it represents a wave moving with
phase velocity v = 1/

√
εµ in the case of Eq. (1.22). When the solution of Eq. (1.22) can be expressed

as a product of two functions, the first of them related only to space variables and the second being
harmonic-time-dependent (more precisely E(r, t) = E0(r)exp(−iωt) and H(r, t) = H0(r)exp(−iωt),
where ω is angular frequency), by plugging this form into Eq. (1.22), we obtain Helmholtz equation
[35]:

(
∇2 + k2

){ E
H

}
= 0, (1.23)

where k ≡
√
εµω2 is the magnitude of the wave vector.

1.3. Fourier transform of Maxwell’s equations and the wave equa-
tion

When we perform a Fourier transform (see related part in Appendix A) on the differential form of
Maxwell’s equations and use the identities for Fourier transform of derivatives with respect to time
and space variables (A9), we obtain the following transformed set of equations:

ik ·D(k, ω) = ρF(k, ω), (1.24)

ik ·B(k, ω) = 0, (1.25)

ik×E(k, ω) = iωB(k, ω), (1.26)

ik×H(k, ω) = JF(k, ω)− iωD(k, ω). (1.27)

Exploiting the properties of convolution (A10) and its definition (A11), the constitutive relations
of Eqs. (1.5), (1.6) and the generalized Ohm’s law (1.18) can be rewritten in (k, ω) space as:
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1.4. POYNTING’S THEOREM AND ENERGY OF ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELDS

D(k, ω) = ε(k, ω)E(k, ω), (1.28)

B(k, ω) = µ(k, ω)H(k, ω), (1.29)

J(k, ω) = σ(k, ω)E(k, ω). (1.30)

The wave equation (1.22) can be transformed into form (for non-magnetic material with µr = 1)(
k2 − εr(k, ω)

ω2

c2

){
E(k, ω)
H(k, ω)

}
= 0, (1.31)

where the equality for the speed of light in vacuum c = 1/
√
ε0µ0 was used. The expression for

εr(k, ω) can be obtained when we substitute Eqs. (1.14), (1.16) and (1.10) into Eq. (1.30). Under
the assumption of no magnetization and no free currents in the material, we obtain:

εr(k, ω) = 1 + i
σ(k, ω)

ωε0
. (1.32)

1.4. Poynting’s theorem and energy of electromagnetic fields

The work done by the electromagnetic fields in a finite volume V can be expressed with use of Eq.
(1.4) as [32]:

˚

V

JF ·E dV =

˚

V

[
E · (∇×H)−E · ∂D

∂t

]
dV. (1.33)

After applying the equality ∇ · (E×H) = H · (∇×E)−E · (∇×H) and substituting of Faraday’s
law in Eq. (1.3), we modify Eq. (1.33) into the form

˚

V

JF ·E dV = −
˚

V

[
∇ · (E×H) + E · ∂D

∂t
+ H · ∂B

∂t

]
dV. (1.34)

We introduce now the density of total energy w:

w =
1

2
(E ·D + B ·H) (1.35)

and Eq. (1.34) then becomes

−
˚

V

JF ·EdV =

˚

V

[
∇ · (E×H) +

∂w

∂t

]
dV. (1.36)

Eq. (1.36) can be written in the differential form as:

∂w

∂t
+∇ · S = −JF ·E. (1.37)

The vector quantity S ≡ E×H is called Poynting’s vector and represents the energy flow. Equation
(1.37) can be therefore understood as an energy conservation law.
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1. ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELDS

1.5. Maxwell stress tensor

In the case of a particle with charge q moving with velocity v in an electromagnetic field, the Lorentz
force

FL = q(E + v ×B), (1.38)

will act on the particle. This relationship can be rewritten for the case of the vacuum environment
as

dpmech

dt
=

˚

V

(ρE + J×B)dV =

˚

V

ε0

[
E (∇ ·E) + B× ∂E

∂t
− c2B× (∇×B)

]
dV, (1.39)

where we substituted the relationships for ρ and J, being pmech the mechanical momentum. To
continue with the treatment of the integrand in Eq. (1.39), we add there c2B(∇ ·B) which is equal
to zero [see Eq. (1.2)] and does not change the value of the integrand. Moreover we apply the
equality

B× ∂E

∂t
= − ∂

∂t
(E×B) + E× ∂B

∂t
= − ∂

∂t
(E×B)−E× (∇×E), (1.40)

and obtain

dpmech

dt
+

d

dt
ε0

˚

V

(E×B)dV = ε0

˚

V

[
E(∇ ·E)−E× (∇×E) + c2B(∇ ·B)− c2B× (∇×B)

]
dV.

(1.41)
In the second term on the left-hand side we can recognize the Poynting’s vector. Therefore Eq.
(1.41) becomes

dpmech

dt
+

1

c2

d

dt

˚

V

SdV = ε0

˚

V

[
E(∇ ·E)−E× (∇×E) + c2B(∇ ·B)− c2B× (∇×B)

]
dV.

(1.42)
As the volume integral containing Poynting’s vector represents the momentum of the electromag-

netic field, it should be possible to rewrite the integrand on the right hand side of (1.42) in terms of
the divergence of some quantity and to transform the volume integral into a surface integral. The
integrand is vectorial, therefore we have to introduce the divergence of a tensor of the second rank.
This tensor dyadic is called Maxwell stress tensor and is defined as [32], [42]:

←→
T = ε0

(
EE + c2BB− 1

2

←→
I (E2 + c2B2)

)
, (1.43)

where
←→
I is unit dyadic, or via its components

Tij = ε0

[
EiEj + c2BiBj −

1

2
δij(E

2 + c2B2)

]
. (1.44)

Now we can write the final form of Eq. (1.42):
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1.6. VECTOR AND SCALAR POTENTIALS

d

dt
(pmech + pfield) =

˚

V

(
ρE +

1

c
J×B

)
dV +

1

c2

d

dt

˚

V

(E×H)dV

=

˚

V

∇ ·
←→
T dV =

"

S

←→
T · ndS,

(1.45)

where n is the unit vector oriented from interior to exterior of a closed surface S. Therefore
←→
T · n

is the normal flow of momentum per unit area outside of the volume enclosed by S.

1.6. Vector and scalar potentials

Now we will introduce potentials connected with the electric and magnetic fields. If we look at Eq.
(1.2) and realize that the divergence of the curl of any vector is zero, we can introduce the vector
potential A [32], [36]:

B = ∇×A. (1.46)

We can continue by substituting Eq. (1.46) into Eq. (1.3):

∇×
(

E +
∂A

∂t

)
= 0. (1.47)

There is another identity which says that the curl of the gradient of any scalar function vanishes,
therefore we can define a scalar potential Φ that fulfills:

E +
∂A

∂t
= −∇Φ. (1.48)

If we apply ∇· to Eq. (1.48), we can write it as

∇2Φ +
∂

∂t
(∇ ·A) = − ρ

ε0
. (1.49)

Now we express Eq. (1.4) by means of the potentials:

∇2A− 1

c2

∂2A

∂t2
−∇

(
∇ ·A +

1

c2

∂Φ

∂t

)
= −µ0J. (1.50)

To continue with the treatment of Eqs. (1.49) and (1.50), we realize that the definition of vector
potential in Eq. (1.46) allows us to add there the gradient of some scalar function Λ without changing
B. The scalar potential must be then transformed, too. Explicitly:

A→ A′ = A +∇Λ, Φ→ Φ′ = Φ− ∂Λ

∂t
. (1.51)

This property enables us to choose a set of potentials satisfying the Lorenz calibration condition

∇ ·A +
1

c2

∂Φ

∂t
= 0 (1.52)

and to obtain two inhomogeneous wave equations for the potentials

10



1. ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELDS

∇2Φ− 1

c2

∂2Φ

∂t2
= − ρ

ε0
, ∇2A− 1

c2

∂2A

∂t2
= −µ0J. (1.53)

If there is no change of magnetic field with time, the time derivative of the vector potential diver-
gence in Eq. (1.49) vanishes and we obtain Poisson’s equation, which is often used for computations
of electrostatic problems

∇2Φ = − ρ

ε0
. (1.54)

It is sometimes convenient to have Eq. (1.53) expressed in terms of free sources. In a non-magnetic
material (µr = 1), Eq. (1.53) becomes

∇2Φ− εr
1

c2

∂2Φ

∂t2
= −ρF

ε
, ∇2A− εr

1

c2

∂2A

∂t2
= −µ0JF. (1.55)

If we perform the transformation of Eq. (1.55) to Fourier space, we obtain:[
k2 − ω2

c2
εr(ω)

]
Φ(k, ω) =

ρF

ε(ω)
,

[
k2 − ω2

c2
εr(ω)

]
A(k, ω) = µ0JF(k, ω). (1.56)

The scalar and vector potentials are very useful in dealing with problems related to the electro-
magnetic fields. In the following chapters we are going to use them to find the fields produced by
fast electrons and we also exploit them in calculations of electron energy loss.
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2. ELECTRON ENERGY LOSS SPECTROSCOPY

2. Electron energy loss spectroscopy
In this chapter, we are going to provide a brief introduction to electron energy loss spectroscopy.
For this purpose we perform the computation of the field produced by moving relativistic electrons
and then we present the classical dielectric formalism used for analysing of the electron energy loss
spectra. In the following sections, we also introduce energy loss probabilities for bulk, surface and
localized plasmon excitations.

2.1. Field of a moving electron

The moving electron can be treated as a charge density ρ(r, t) localized in space

ρ(r, t) = −eδ(r− r0 − vt), (2.1)

where e stands for the elementary charge of the electron, r is the position vector, r0 is the vector
of reference position of the electron, v is the velocity of the particle and t is the time elapsed from
the beginning of the movement. Therefore we can mark rt = r0 + vt as the current position of the
particle with respect to the origin. We can also calculate the charge density in Fourier space, where
we exploit the properties of the delta distribution:

ρ(k, ω) = −e(2π)3 exp
(

i
ωr0 · v
v2

)
δ(ω − k · v). (2.2)

The previous expression of the the charge density in Eq. (2.2) is useful when we substitute it
into transformed wave equations for the electromagnetic potentials according to Eq. (1.56). Then
in Fourier space we obtain [22],[32]:

Φ(k, ω) =
−e(2π)3

ε(ω)

exp
(
iωr0·v
v2

)
δ(ω − k · v)

k2 − ω2

c2
εr(ω)

and A(k, ω) = εr(ω)
v

c2
Φ(k, ω). (2.3)

From Eq. (2.3) it is easy to express the electric and magnetic fields [with knowledge of Eqs. (1.46)
and (1.48)]:

E(k, ω) = i

[
ωεr(ω)

c

v

c
− k

]
Φ(k, ω) and B(k, ω) = iεr(ω)k× v

c2
Φ(k, ω). (2.4)

To obtain the electric field in real space, we will continue with the inverse Fourier transformation
according to

E(r, ω) =
1

(2π)3

˚
E(k, ω)exp(ik · r)d3k. (2.5)

We expect an electron moving in positive z direction parallel to the axis, therefore we consider
v = (0, 0, v), we choose the observation point r = (0, y, 0) (i.e. the point in which we want to
calculate the fields) and the initial position of the electron r0 = (x0, y0,−z0). Eq. (2.5) is then
simplified when it is written in its Cartesian components E1, E2 and E3:
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2.1. FIELD OF A MOVING ELECTRON

E1(ω) =
ie exp

(
−iω z0v

)
ε(ω)v

∞̊

−∞

k1exp(ik2y)δ
(
k3 − ω

v

)
k2 − ω2

c2
εr(ω)

dk1dk2dk3, (2.6)

E2(ω) =
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where we introduced the Cartesian components of the wave vector k = (k1, k2, k3) and the electric
field E = (E1, E2, E3). The integration over k3 can be done easily, obtaining
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with use of
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where β = v/c.
We can also recognize that after integration over k1, E1 vanishes as the integrand is an odd

function. For further simplification we apply
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and expressions for E2 and E3 become
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First we solve Eq. (2.15) realizing that there appears a representation of a modified Bessel function
of the second kind according to the relationship [4]
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2. ELECTRON ENERGY LOSS SPECTROSCOPY
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Figure 2.1: Plot of the zeroth and the first order Bessel function of the second kind. Both functions
are divergent for x→ 0.

where Γ(x) is Euler gamma function and ν = 0 in the case of Eq. (2.15). The Bessel functions of
the second kind corresponding to the zeroth and the first order are plotted in figure 2.1. With use
of the former expression we obtain:
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Now we have to deal with Eq. (2.14). We see that integrand is similar to the previous case
except for an additional k2. Here we exploit the relationship K ′0(z) = −K1(z) [4] and change the
order of integration and differentiation, obtaining:
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(2.18)

To compute the magnetic field, it is possible to use Eq. (2.3). We see that there can appear B1

or B2 (with our choice of velocity vector), but during integration only B1 remains:
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2.2. CLASSICAL DIELECTRIC FORMALISM
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The results for the fields that we have obtained could be naturally expressed by employing
cylindrical coordinates. If the electron’s trajectory follows the z axis [i.e. (x0, y0) = (0, 0)], in a
cylindrical coordinate system there exists an electric field given by the radial component and the
component parallel to the z axis [E(r) = (ER, 0, Ez)] and a magnetic field with one component
which is the azimuthal component [H(r) = (0, Hφ, 0)]. This holds except for the points along the
trajectory of the electron, for which a singularity appears as can be observed in figure 2.1.

2.2. Classical dielectric formalism

In the previous section, we obtained the expressions for the electric and magnetic fields produced
by fast electrons in infinite space. These fields give us the first insight into our problem.

Calculations of the electric and magnetic fields in realistic geometries are much more complex
because in cases of our interest, the electron can move near targets with different shapes and compo-
sition. When passing close to or through matter, the fields produced by the electron polarize matter,
producing ”induced” fields Eind that act back on the electron causing its energy loss, which can be
treated with help of classical electrodynamics. This so-called dielectric approach was probably for
the first time used by Fermi [17] in the content of charges interacting with matter, who calculated
stopping power for fast charges moving in different materials.

The problem of energy loss can also be understood in a different way. From the point of view of
the electrons of the target, the field produced by the moving electron can be treated as a perturbation
which can cause transitions from occupied to unoccupied levels. In other words, electrons of the
target gain energy and momentum to the detriment of the probe.

Using the first approach, the total energy loss ∆E can be computed by integrating the scalar
product of the force stopping the electron and its unit trajectory [22], [48]

∆E = e

∞̂

−∞

Eind(r′, t) · dr′

dt
dt = e

∞̂

−∞

v ·Eind(r′, t)dt. (2.20)

Employing the Rayleigh-Parseval theorem (A14) to deal with a real function, we can express the
energy loss as [22]:

∆E =

∞̂

0

~ωΓEELS(ω)dω, (2.21)
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2. ELECTRON ENERGY LOSS SPECTROSCOPY

where

ΓEELS(ω) =
e

π~ω
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−∞

Re
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v ·Eind(r′, ω)exp(−iωt)

]
dt (2.22)

is the so-called electron energy loss probability which can be directly measured in EELS experiments
and where ~ is the reduced Planck’s constant. We thus only need to compute the induced field
acting back on the electron. This has been done for many different geometries in a variety of
situations, e.g. for electrons going parallel or perpendicular to infinite planar interfaces, penetrating
thin films or passing near isolated or supported particles of different shapes. An overview can be
found in references [22] or [49]. There were also various approaches dealing with dispersive media or
relativistic descriptions, which is needed for accurate computations. These corrections can play an
important role especially in cases of high initial energies of electrons, bigger targets and when the
trajectories of electrons are very close to the targets.

2.3. Bulk loss probability

When we consider a relativistic electron moving in bulk material, the loss probability can be ex-
pressed as [22]:

Γbulk(ω) =
e2L

π~v2
Im

{(
v2

c2
− 1

εr(ω)

)
ln

(
qc − (ω/c)2εr(ω)

(ω/v)2 − (ω/c)2εr(ω)

)}
, (2.23)

where L is length of trajectory that electron passed through material and where we assumed a local
response represented by εr(ω) (independent of the wave vector). This result also contains the so-
called cutoff qc, which is included because of the momentum conservation law and is connected with
the experimental setup, where this cutoff is given by the aperture of the microscope spectrometer
(φout is the half-aperture collection angle):

~qc ≈
√

(mevφout)2 + (~ωv)2. (2.24)

The retarded bulk loss probability in Eq. (2.23) can be easily modified to obtain the nonretarded
equation by considering c→∞, as

ΓNR
bulk(ω) =

2e2L

π~v2
Im

{
− 1

εr(ω)

}
ln(qcv/ω). (2.25)

From Eq. (2.25) we can directly see that probability will be large around the maximum of
Im{−1/εr}. If we assume a Drude-like response εr to describe the local response of a metal with
plasma frequency ωp (see Appendix B), we find out that the peak of bulk loss is given at ω = ωp,
which is the eigenfrequency of bulk plasma oscillations. The position of the peak will be slightly
modified by the logarithm dependence. The bulk loss probability per unit path length calculated for
an electron of energy 120 keV travelling in aluminium is plotted by the red dashed line in figure 2.2.

2.4. Surface modes

The case of an electron moving along or penetrating a planar surface also deserves attention, because
of the possible excitations of surface modes [37], [15].

17



2.4. SURFACE MODES

When an electron is travelling in vacuum parallel to an interface with medium characterized
by a dielectric function εr(ω), at constant distance b, the loss probability within a nonretarded
approximation is found to be [26]:

ΓNR
planar(ω) =

4e2L

π~v2
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)
Im

[
− 1

1 + εr(ω)

]
. (2.26)

We can consider the more general situation of an electron moving in a medium with dielectric
function εr,A(ω) parallel to the interface with another material described by εr,B(ω). We obtain in
this case [26]:
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]]}
.

(2.27)
The first term in the curly brackets is nothing but bulk loss corresponding to the media where electron
is moving, while the second term is related to the interface. We can recognize there a modification of
Eq. (2.26) and an additional term, which is responsible for the so-called ”Begrenzungs-Effekt” (due to
the excitation of surface modes, bulk oscillations are reduced). This can be clearly resolved in figure
2.2, where we plot the direct bulk term and the second ”surface” term (marked as ΓBegrenzungs/L)
separately for the case of an electron travelling in aluminium near the interface with vacuum. In the
plot two peaks can be seen: the first one situated very close to a value of ~ωp/

√
2 corresponds to the

surface plasmon excited at the aluminium-vacuum interface, while the second one with approximate
energy of ~ωp is related to the bulk plasmon, as we saw in previous section. If we reduced the
distance of electron’s trajectory from the interface, we would observe an increase of the surface peak
intensity at the expense of the bulk peak.

11.19 15.8314 20

0.003

0.002

0.001

8 E (eV)

Γbulk/L

ΓBegrenzungs/L

ΓNR
planar/L

Γ/L (a.u.)

Figure 2.2: Energy loss probability per unit path length Γ/L with a split of the terms contained in
Eq. (2.27) )(Γ is expressed in atomic units, where e = me = ~ = 1). Γbulk/L represents the first term
in the curly brackets (red dashed line), ΓBegrenzungs/L is related to the second term (blue dashed
line) and the total loss probability per unit length is denoted as ΓNR

planar/L (green solid line). This
plot corresponds to an electron of energy 120 keV travelling in aluminium at a distance b = 2 nm
from the interface. εr,A(ω) is represented by a Drude dielectric function with parameters from table
B.1, εr,B = 1 is taken to be vacuum and we considered a cutoff qc = 0.4 a.u.
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2. ELECTRON ENERGY LOSS SPECTROSCOPY

2.5. Localized modes

From the experimental point of view, both bulk and surface losses are important, because we can
utilize them to determine properties of our sample and its composition. However, in reality materials
can show a more complex structure and samples can consist of many components or can have various
shapes. If we deal with the metallic particles, we can observe excitation of so-called localized plasmon
modes that represent natural oscillations of electron gas localized at the object.

Small particles can be of different shapes, but the spherical geometry provides a good canonical
example. The complete nonretarded solution including possibility of higher-order mode excitation
was firstly published by Ferrell and Echenique [18]. After solving Poisson’s equation and matching
boundary conditions with the Fourier components of the fields, they were able to calculate the
induced field and obtained the following expression for the energy loss probability:

ΓNR
EELS(ω) =

4e2

π~v2

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

(ω/v)2n

(n−m)!(n+m)!
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v

)
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a2n+1 nεr(ω)− n

nεr(ω) + n+ 1

]
, (2.28)

which holds for sphere situated in vacuum and where we assume v/c � 1 and ka � 1. b is the
distance of the electron trajectory from the centre of the sphere with radius a and dielectric function
εr(ω). The expression in square brackets is the nonretarded multipolar polarizability. For the case
ωa/v � 1 the most significant contribution comes from n = 1 term and we can then use the dipole
approximation:

ΓNR,dip
EELS (ω) =

4e2ω2

π~v4
Im

[
a3 εr(ω)− 1

εr(ω) + 2

] [
K2

0

(
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v

)
+K2

1

(
ωb

v

)]
. (2.29)

In figure 2.3, the loss probability calculated according to Eq. (2.28) is plotted for a small
silver sphere with radius a = 1 nm and electrons of energy 120 keV passing at an impact parameter
b = 1.5 nm. As the sphere is very small, the nonretarded approximation should work well in this
case. We also labelled the position of the first four peaks corresponding to modes n = 1 − 4 that
can be identified easily. If we plotted the energy loss probability within the dipole approximation,
only the first peak would appear.
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Figure 2.3: Electron energy loss probability per unit energy Γ obtained for a silver sphere of radius
a = 1 nm, impact parameter b = 1.5 nm, measured from the centre of the sphere, and energy of
electrons of 120 keV. Silver was modelled by a Drude dielectric function defined in Appendix B with
parameters from table B.1. Energies of peaks related to the first four modes are marked.
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3. NUMERICAL APPROACHES

3. Numerical approaches
There exist a few numerical approaches enabling us to calculate the response of an arbitrarily shaped
structure to an external field. We mention here three main methods that can be used for electron
energy loss calculations – the boundary element method (BEM), the discrete dipole approximation
(DDA) and the finite-difference in time-domain (FDTD) approach.

3.1. Boundary element method

The boundary element (or charge) method is widely used in electron energy loss spectroscopy as we
can incorporate there naturally the fields produced by moving electrons represented by its vector
and scalar potentials [24]. This approach can be used in the nonretarded limit, where Poisson’s
equation [23] is solved numerically, or a full-retarded computation can be also performed using the
whole set of Maxwell’s equations [25].

The core of this method consists in solving self-consistently the surface integrals involving charges
and currents, situated on the arbitrarily shaped interface between different dielectrics, for a given
external source. To introduce the non-retarded approach, we will start with the wave equations for
scalar and vector potentials in Eq. (1.53), which represent the set of Maxwell’s equations. If we
consider these equations in ω-space, for nonmagnetic materials we obtain

(∇2 + k2εr)Φ = −(ρF/ε+ D · ∇ 1

εr
), (∇2 + k2εr)A = −µ0(JF − iωΦ∇ε), (3.1)

where in addition to the terms corresponding to external charges and currents, other contributions
related to the gradient of the dielectric function appear. As the discontinuity of the dielectric
function appears at the interface between two media, these terms are nonzero only at the interface
and represent additional boundary surface charges and currents. However, they can not be related
to real interface charges and currents in a general case [25].

Figure 3.1: Geometric representation of an arbitrarily shaped interface separating medium 1 and 2.
Scheme reproduced from [25].

If we adopt the geometry, which is depicted in figure 3.1 [25], we can employ the Green’s function
Gj = exp(ikjr)/r of the wave equation (see Appendix A) to write the solutions of Eq. (3.1) that
vanish at infinity as{

Φ(r)
A(r)

}
=

ˆ
dr′Gj(|r− r′|)

{
ρF(r′)/εj
µ0JF(r′)

}
+

ˆ
dsGj(|r− s|)

{
σj(s)
hj(s)

}
. (3.2)
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3.1. BOUNDARY ELEMENT METHOD

When we examine the form of Eq. (3.2), we find out that the first integral on the right-hand side
represents the solutions everywhere in the space except at the interface. At the interface, the second
integral becomes important since it both compensates the discontinuity of the Green’s function and
includes the effects of boundary charges σj and currents hj . We then apply boundary conditions
requiring continuity of potentials at the interfaces between two media (j = 1 and j = 2) and obtain

G1σ1 −G2σ2 = −(Φe
1 − Φe

2) and G1h1 −G2h2 = −(Ae
1 −Ae

2), (3.3)

where equivalent boundary sources read

Φe
j(s) =

1

εj

ˆ
dr′Gj(|s− r′|)ρF(r′) (3.4)

and

Ae
j(s) = µ0

ˆ
dr′Gj(|s− r′|)JF(r′). (3.5)

Now we employ the condition of continuity of both the normal derivative of the tangential vector
potential and the tangential derivatives of all components of the vector potential, which holds for
nonmagnetic material. This leads to another set of equations:

H1h1 −H2h2 − ikns(G1ε1σ1 −G2ε2σ2) = α, (3.6)

H1ε1σ1 −H2ε2σ2 − ikns · (G1ε1h1 −G2ε2h2) = De, (3.7)

where Hj is the normal derivative of Gj and

α = (ns · ∇s)(A
e
2 −Ae

1) + ikns(ε1Φe
1 − ε2Φe

2), (3.8)

De = ns · [ε1(ikAe
1 −∇sΦ

e
1)− ε2(ikAe

2 −∇sΦ
e
2)] . (3.9)

We can see that De has the meaning of the difference of the normal displacement, which would be
induced by the external source at the position of the interface in the case of a homogeneous space
filled either with medium j = 1 or j = 2 [25].

From these four boundary conditions, four unknown quantities – auxiliary boundary charges and
currents – can be calculated and then used for evaluation of potentials. This leads to the problem
of solving a system of eight linear surface-integral equations. If we want to solve it numerically,
the next step consists of discretizing the surface integral in N points to obtain a set of 8N linear
equations.

Comparison of experimental EEL spectra with data obtained from BEM simulation can be
found in figure 3.2. It is apparent that numerically calculated spectra do not overlap perfectly with
experiments, where we have to deal with shape irregularities of measured particles and constraints
given by the resolution of the experimental technique. However, with this approach we can nicely
reproduce the energies of the main peaks and reveal possible modes that can be excited.

In the following chapter, MNPBEM toolbox will be used for comparison with analytically com-
puted fields, particularly the implementation for EELS calculations [31],[30]. This toolbox is used
within the MATLAB software [3].
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3. NUMERICAL APPROACHES

Figure 3.2: Comparison of experimental deconvoluted EEL spectra in a) with BEM calculations
in b) reproduced from [41]. Measured structure had a shape of equilateral silver nanoprism with
78-nm-long sides and spectra were measured for three different positions of electron beam (A, B, C)
as we can see in the inset of part b). In part a) containing measured data it is possible to observe
spectra D corresponding to energy loss of the mica substrate that was proven to have no influence
on EEL spectra of the particle. Energies of the peaks correspond to excitation of different modes in
the nanoparticle and are quite well reproduced by the simulated spectra in b).

3.2. Discrete dipole approximation

Another possible approach is to use the discrete dipole approximation (DDA), which was developed
in 1980s for calculations of scattering by interstellar graphite grains [13]. It is used especially in
cases, where scattering of a plane wave is sought, but it is possible to modify this approach for
electron energy loss calculations.

The main idea of the DDA is to model the particle by set of N interacting dipoles situated at
specified positions rj , where j = 1, 2, ..., N . We then assign a polarizability αj to each element whose
dipole moment can be expressed as [13]

p(rj) = αjE(rj), (3.10)

where E(rj) is the field at position rj . This field consists of an applied external field and a field
coming from the other N − 1 dipoles

E(rj) = Eext(rj) +
N∑
k 6=j

Ajkpk. (3.11)

Ajk represents the 3× 3 dipole interaction matrix with elements:

Ajk =
exp(ikrjk)

rjk

[
k2

(
I−

rjkrjk
r2
jk

)
−

1− ikrjk
r2
jk

(
I− 3

rjkrjk
r2
jk

)]
, (3.12)

where rjk = rj − rk and rjk = |rjk|. Eq. (3.11) can be rewritten as
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3.2. DISCRETE DIPOLE APPROXIMATION

p(rj) = αj

Eext(rj) +
N∑
k 6=j

Ajkpk

 , (3.13)

which is the 3N × 3N system of equations that can be solved numerically to get p(rj) for a given
external field.

a)
c)

b)

Figure 3.3: Comparison of experimental data with DDA calculations [8]. In part a) there is a scheme
of measurement, for a silver nanorod of length 200 nm and width 40 nm situated on amorphous
SiNx substrate. EEL spectra were measured for three marked position of the beam. Comparison of
experimental (red line) and calculated data (dotted black line) convoluted by a Gaussian function
(solid black line) for these three situations can be found in part b), where we can see that for each
position of the beam different modes can be excited. If we scan the sample and record EEL spectra in
each scanned position, we can plot EELS maps visualizing the loss probability related to a particular
energy. In this case, the probability of loosing energy 1.5 eV corresponding to the first bright mode
(n = 1) and 2.6 eV related to the first dark mode (n = 2), which can not be excited optically, is
shown in c). The upper picture is the experimentally measured EELS map and the lower one is the
simulated map by the DDA approach.

This approach can be applied in the case of an external field produced by the electron, where we
can use the results from section 2.1. We also have to define the polarizability of the elements. For
this purpose, Clausius-Mossotti relation is mostly used [27]

αC−M
j =

3V

4

εj − 1

εj + 2
, (3.14)

where V is volume of element and εj is dielectric function at position rj . Once we calculate all the
dipole moments p(rj), we can obtain the total loss probability [27]

Γ(ω) =
1

π~2

N∑
j=1

Im
[
Eext(rj) · p(rj)

]
. (3.15)

24



3. NUMERICAL APPROACHES

A direct application of this method was introduced e.g. in [27], where an attempt to include the
effect of the substrate was made, or in [28] together with an improvement of the DDA approach by
employing the eigenvector expansion method. Comparison with the experiment was introduced in
[8], whereas quite good agreement was obtained as we can see from figure 3.3.

3.3. Finite-difference time-domain

Another possibility for numerical evaluation of the energy loss is to use the finite-difference in time-
domain (FDTD) method. Within this method we study the time development of the fields obtained
by discretization of Maxwell’s equations. In electrodynamics, FDTD is widely used to deal with
problems including scattering of light, but in the case of interaction of electrons with particles, the
approaches mentioned in previous sections are usually employed. Nevertheless, in [11] it was shown
that it is possible to obtain electron energy loss spectra by this approach, using FDTD Lumerical
Solutions [2]. Moreover, the simulated spectra were in good agreement with experimental results.

The electron beam was modelled by a series of dipoles with phase delay related to the electron
velocity localized along its trajectory. This unfortunately raises a few problems – e.g. additional
radiation produced due to the sudden appearance and disappearance of the electron as we simulate
only a finite part of the path. Because of that a reference simulation has to be performed [1].

Figure 3.4: Comparison of measured EEL spectra with spectra simulated by FDTD software pub-
lished in [11]. In the upper part of the figure we can see a scheme of the configuration: a gold
nanoprism was situated on Si substrate and the electron beam was modelled by a set of dipoles.
Spectra are shown for tip excitation (corresponds to the beam position A in figure 3.2) and edge
excitation (beam position B in figure 3.2). For both situations numerically calculated data reproduce
almost perfectly the measured loss probability.
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4. INTERACTION OF SPHERICAL PARTICLES WITH AN ELECTRON BEAM

4. Interaction of spherical particles with an
electron beam

The beginning of this chapter is devoted to the derivation of analytical expressions for the interaction
of spherical particles with fast electrons published in [20]. We then compare energy losses and fields
calculated analytically with those obtained numerically from MNPBEM. Expressing the fields in
frequency domain is the starting point for the following chapters, where we will continue with
transformations to real time.

4.1. Multipole expansion of the field produced by fast electron

To obtain the analytical solution of the field produced by spherical particles due to presence of an
electron moving nearby, we express the incident external field in a way suitable to the spherical
geometry of our problem. We will follow the solution published in [20] using atomic units (e = me =
~ = 1).

We assume the electron moving in the positive z direction [v = (0, 0, v)] with impact position
expressed in cylindrical coordinates r0 = (b, φ0, z0) as sketched in figure 4.1.

x

y

z

a

b

εr(ω)

v

φ0

Figure 4.1: Scheme of a metal sphere with dielectric function εr(ω) and electron with velocity v
(plotted as small red sphere) moving nearby. Current position of depicted electron is rt = (b, φ0, 0)
with respect to the sphere centered at the origin of the coordinate system.

We first recall the equation for the electric field expressed in terms of the scalar and vector
potentials in real space as shown in Eq. (2.4) and rewrite the incident external field as

Eext(r) =

(
∇− ikv

c

) ˆ
G0(r− rt)exp(iωt)dt, (4.1)

where we introduce the Green’s function of the wave equation
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G0(r− rt) =
exp(ik|r− rt|)
|r− rt|

(4.2)

and where rt = r0 + vt is the position of the trajectory of the electron. k = ω/c is the magnitude
of the wave vector in vacuum.

The Green’s function in Eq. (4.2) in free space can be expanded in terms of multipoles. If we
consider an external trajectory and positions r near the surface when r < rt, the Green’s function
can be expanded as

G0(r, rt) = 4πk
∞∑
n=0

n∑
m=−n

jn(kr)h(+)
n (krt)Yn,m(Ωr)Y

∗
n,m(Ωrt), (4.3)

where h
(+)
n (x) = ih

(1)
n (x), h

(1)
n (x) is the spherical Hankel function of the first kind, (r,Ωr) and (rt,Ωrt)

are the spherical coordinates of r and rt. General solution of this problem can be found in [40]. We
have to divide the solution in four different cases related to all possible configurations (calculation
of the fields inside the sphere for external trajectory, field outside for internal trajectory etc.) [5].

Now we can substitute Eq. (4.3) into Eq. (4.1) and obtain

Eext(r) =

(
∇− ikv

c

) ∞∑
n=0

n∑
m=−n

jn(kr)Yn,m(Ωr)φn,m, (4.4)

where jn(x) is the spherical Bessel function of the first kind, φn,m is expressed as

φn,m = 4πk

ˆ
h(+)
n (krt)Y

∗
n,m(Ωrt)dt (4.5)

and the spherical harmonics Yn,m(r,Ωr) are defined as

Yn,m(r, θ, φ) =

√
2n+ 1

4π

(n−m)!

(n+m)!
Pmn (cosθ)exp(imφ) = αn,mP

m
n (cosθ)exp(imφ), (4.6)

where Pmn (cosθ) are the associated Legendre polynomials.
It is possible to solve the integral in Eq. (4.5) analytically. Now we label

Mn,m(r0) =

ˆ
h(+)
n (k|r0 + vt|)Y ∗n,m(Ωr0+vt)exp(iωt)dt. (4.7)

In our case we assumed v parallel to the z axis, Mn,m(r0) can be therefore expressed as

Mn,m(r0) = Mn,m(b, 0, 0)exp(−imφ0)exp(−iωz0/v) (4.8)

and morover

Mn,−m(b, 0, 0) = (−1)mMn,m(b, 0, 0) (4.9)

holds. For this reason we can consider m ≥ 0 and φ0 = z0 = 0. We first transform the retarded
Green’s function in Eq. (4.2)

ˆ
exp(ik|r− (b, 0, vt)|)
|r− (b, 0, vt)|

exp(iωt)dt =
2

v
K0

(
ω

vγ

√
(x− b)2 + y2

)
exp(iωz/v), (4.10)

where γ = 1/
√

1− β2 is the Lorentz contraction factor, and recall Eq. (4.3) to obtain
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4πk
∞∑
n=0

n∑
m=−n

jn(kr)Yn,m(Ωr)Mn,m(b, 0, 0) =
2

v
K0

(
ω

vγ

√
(x− b)2 + y2

)
exp(iωz/v). (4.11)

Now we multiply both sides of Eq. (4.11) by Y ∗n,m(Ωr), integrate over Ωr = (θ, φ) and thanks to
the orthogonality of the spherical harmonics we obtain

Mn,m(b, 0, 0) =
1

2πkv

1

jn(kr)

ˆ
Y ∗n,m(Ωr)K0

(
ω

vγ

√
(x− b)2 + y2

)
exp(iωz/v)dΩr. (4.12)

If we further use the relationship

π̂

−π

exp(−imφ)K0

(
ω

vγ

√
(x− b)2 + y2

)
dφ = 2πIm

(
ωR

vγ

)
Km

(
ωb

vγ

)
, (4.13)

where R =
√
x2 + y2 and where exp(−imφ) comes from the spherical harmonics, we can perform

the integration over φ, and only the integral over θ remains:

Mn,m(b, 0, 0) =
αn,m

kvjn(kr)
Km

(
ωb

vγ

) 1ˆ

−1

Im

(
ωR

vγ

)
exp(iωz/v)Pmn (µ)dµ. (4.14)

In Eq. (4.14) we used the substitution µ = cos(θ) and the transformation from spherical to cylindrical
coordinates (R = r

√
1− µ2, z = rµ). Now we take the limit kr → 0, jn(kr)→ (kr)l/(2l+1)!!, which

must be compensated by the vanishing integral. Considering this limit, we use Taylor expansion of
the modified Bessel function and the exponential function

Im(z) =

(
1

2
z

)m ∞∑
k=0

(
1
4z

2
)k

k!Γ(m+ k + 1)
and exp(z) =

∞∑
k=0

zk

k!
. (4.15)

These expansions can be substituted in the integral contained in Eq. (4.14) to obtain
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1ˆ

−1

dµ Im

(
ωR

vγ

)
exp(iωz/v)Pmn (µ)

=

1ˆ

−1

dµ

(
1

2

ω
√

1− µ2r

vγ

)m ∞∑
k=0

(
1
4(1− µ2)

)k (ωr
vγ

)2k

k!Γ(m+ k + 1)

∞∑
o=0

(
iω zv
)o

o!
µoPmn (µ)

=

1ˆ

−1

dµ
∞∑
p=0

p∑
q=0

(
1

2γ

)m+2q (ωr
v

)m+2q (ωr
v

)p−q
(1− µ2)

m+2q
2

µp−q

(p− q)!
ip−qPmn (µ)

q!Γ(m+ q + 1)

=

1ˆ

−1

dµ

∞∑
q=0

∞∑
p=q

(
1

2γ

)m+2q (ωr
v

)m+2q (ωr
v

)p−q
(1− µ2)

m+2q
2

µp−q

(p− q)!
ip−qPmn (µ)

q!Γ(m+ q + 1)

=

1ˆ

−1

dµ
∞∑
j=m

∞∑
p= j−m

2

(
1

2γ

)j (ωr
v

)j (ωr
v

)p− j−m
2

(1− µ2)
j
2
µp−

j−m
2

(p− j−m
2 )!

ip−
j−m

2 Pmn (µ)(
j−m

2

)
!
(
j+m

2

)
!

=

1ˆ

−1

dµ
∞∑
j=m

∞∑
s=j

(
1

2γ

)j (ωr
v

)s
(1− µ2)

j
2
µs−j

(s− j)!
is−jPmn (µ)(
j−m

2

)
!
(
j+m

2

)
!

=
∞∑
j=m

∞∑
s=j

(
1

2γ

)j (ωr
v

)s is−j

(s− j)!
(
j−m

2

)
!
(
j+m

2

)
!

1ˆ

−1

dµµs−j(1− µ2)
j
2Pmn (µ). (4.16)

In Eq. (4.16) we used rules for discrete convolution, change of variables and we also reversed the
order of summation and integration. The sum over j is restricted to even j + m integers. Now we
label

In,mi1,i2
=

1ˆ

−1

µi2(1− µ2)
i1
2 Pmn (µ)dµ. (4.17)

To evaluate Eq. (4.17) for different n,m, we can utilize recurrence relationships for the associated
Legendre polynomials

(n−m)Pmn (µ) = (2n− 1)µPmn−1(µ)− (n+m− 1)Pmn−2(µ). (4.18)

If we insert this relation into Eq. (4.17), we obtain similar relation for In,mi1,i2
with index n > m

(n−m)In,mi1,i2
= (2n− 1)In−1,m

i1,i2+1 − (n+m− 1)In−2,m
i1,i2

. (4.19)

Starting values of the recurrence are

Im−1,m
i1,i2

= 0 (4.20)

and

Im,mi1,i2
=

{
(−1)m(2m− 1)!!B

(
i1+m+2

2 , i2+1
2

)
, if i2 is even

0, if i2 is odd,
(4.21)
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4. INTERACTION OF SPHERICAL PARTICLES WITH AN ELECTRON BEAM

where B(x, y) is the beta function. This can be derived from the starting values of recurrence related
to the associated Legendre polynomials

Pmm (µ) = (−1)m(2m− 1)!!(1− µ2)m/2, (4.22)

which can be inserted into Eq. (4.17):

Im,mi1,i2
= (−1)m(2m− 1)!!

1ˆ

−1

µi2(1− µ2)
i1+m

2 dµ. (4.23)

After realizing that B(x, y) = 2
´ π/2

0 dθ (sinθ)2x−1(cosθ)2y−1 and performing the substitution µ =

cosθ, we easily obtain Eq. (4.21). We can also find out that I l,mj,s−j = 0 for s < n and j ≥ m, therefore
only one summation over j is needed in (4.16). The final expression for Mn,m(b, 0, 0) then reads

Mn,m(b, 0, 0) =

ˆ
exp(iωt)h

(+)
l [k|(b, 0, vt)|]Yl,m

[
Ω(b,0,vt)

]
dt =

A+
n,m

ω
Km

(
ωb

vγ

)
, (4.24)

where

A+
n,m =

1

βn+1

n∑
j=m

in−jαn,m(2n+ 1)!!

γj2j(n− j)![(j −m)/2]![(j +m)/2]!
In,mj,n−j . (4.25)

The expression for φn,m can be also recovered:

φn,m = 4πk
A+
n,m

ω
Km

(
ωb

vγ

)
exp(−imϕ0 − iωz0/v). (4.26)

Now we introduce electric and magnetic scalar functions

ψM,η =
1

L2
L ·Eη ψE,η =

−ik

L2∇2
(L×∇) ·Eη, (4.27)

where L = −ir × ∇ is the orbital angular-momentum operator and superscript η can stand either
for ext or ind, denoting the external and induced fields, respectively. The fields can be reversely
expressed from the scalar functions

Eη = LψM,η − i

k
∇× LψE,η, (4.28)

Bη = −LψE,η − i

k
∇× LψM,η 1. (4.29)

When we insert our external electric field in Eq. (4.4) with Eq. (4.26) into Eq. (4.27) and make
some manipulation with the operators L· and L×∇, which is outlined in [20], we find out that the
scalar functions must take the

1In this definition the Gaussian system, where E and B have the same dimension, has been adopted. To obtain
the expression for B in SI units, the right-hand side of the equation has to be divided by c = 1/α = 137 in atomic
units. Therefore, if we want to convert the magnetic field from our definition to SI units, we have to multiply its
value in a.u. by ~/(ea2

0c) = 1.716 · 103 T. The electric field in SI units can be obtained from a multiplication by
e/(4πε0a

2
0) = 5.142 · 1011 V/m, where a0 is Bohr’s radius.
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ψM,ext(r) =
∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

injn(kr)Yn,m(Ωr)ψ
M,ext
n,m , (4.30)

ψE,ext(r) =
∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

injn(kr)Yn,m(Ωr)ψ
E,ext
n,m , (4.31)

with coefficients

ψM,ext
n,m =

−4πi1−nkv

c2

mA+
n,m

n(n+ 1)
Km

(
ωb

vγ

)
exp(−imϕ0 − iωz0/v), (4.32)

ψE,ext
n,m =

−2πi1−nk

cγ

Bn,m
n(n+ 1)

Km

(
ωb

vγ

)
exp(−imϕ0 − iωz0/v), (4.33)

where Bn,m is defined as

Bn,m = A+
n,m+1

√
(n+m+ 1)(n−m)−A+

n,m−1

√
(n−m+ 1)(n+m). (4.34)

4.2. External fields

With the use of the previous expressions it is possible now to directly calculate the electric and
magnetic fields by substituting the scalar function in Eqs. (4.30) and (4.31) together with the
expansion coefficients to Eqs. (4.28) and (4.29), respectively:

Eext = −ir×∇ψM,ext− 1

k
∇×

(
r×∇ψE,ext

)
Bext = ir×∇ψE,ext− 1

k
∇×

(
r×∇ψM,ext

)
. (4.35)

The most convenient way to compute particular components of the fields outside a spherical
particle is to use the spherical coordinate system 2. We take r = (r, 0, 0), change the order of
summation and differentiation and perform the required operations:

∇ψκ,ext = er

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

ψκ,ext
n,m inYn,m(θ, φ)

∂jn(kr)

∂r

+ eθ

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

ψκ,ext
n,m

1

r
injn(kr)

∂Yn,m(θ, φ)

∂θ

+ eφ

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

ψκ,ext
n,m

1

rsinθ
injn(kr)

∂Yn,m(θ, φ)

∂φ
,

(4.36)

r×∇ψκ,ext =− eθ

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

ψκ,ext
n,m

1

sinθ
injn(kr)

∂Yn,m(θ, φ)

∂φ

+ eφ

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

ψκ,ext
n,m injn(kr)

∂Yn,m(θ, φ)

∂θ
,

(4.37)

2Gradient of a scalar function f = f(r, θ, φ) in the spherical coordinates is expressed as ∇f = er
∂f
∂r

+

eθ
1
r
∂f
∂θ

+ eφ
1

rsinθ
∂f
∂φ

, curl or a vector function u = (ur(r, θ, φ), uθ(r, θ, φ), uφ(r, θ, φ)) can be computed via ∇ × u =

er
1

rsinθ

[
∂
∂θ

(uφsinθ)− ∂uθ
∂φ

]
+ eθ

1
r

[
1

sinθ
∂ur
∂φ
− ∂

∂r
(ruφ)

]
+ eφ

1
r

[
∂
∂r

(ruθ)− ∂ur
∂θ

]
.
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∇× (r×∇ψκ,ext) = er

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

ψκ,ext
n,m

1

rsinθ

[
∂

∂θ

(
sinθinjn(kr)

∂Yn,m(θ, φ)

∂θ

)
+
∂

∂φ

(
1

sinθ
injn(kr)

∂Yn,m(θ, φ)

∂φ

)]
− eθ

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

ψκ,ext
n,m

1

r

[
∂

∂r

(
rinjn(kr)

∂Yn,m(θ, φ)

∂θ

)]

− eφ

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

ψκ,ext
n,m

1

r

[
∂

∂r

(
r

sinθ
injn(kr)

∂Yn,m(θ, φ)

∂φ

)]
.

(4.38)

In the next step we have to compute the derivatives of special functions, where we use known
relationships [4]:

∂jn(kr)

∂r
= −kjn+1(kr) +

n

r
jn(kr),

∂h
(+)
n (kr)

∂r
= −kh(+)

n+1(kr) +
n

r
h(+)
n (kr),

∂Yn,m(θ, φ)

∂θ
=

[
(n−m+ 1)

sinθ

αn,m
αn+1,m

Yn+1,m(θ, φ)− (n+ 1)
cosθ

sinθ
Yn,m(θ, φ)

]
,

∂Yn,m(θ, φ)

∂φ
= imYn,m(θ, φ)

(4.39)

and finally we can substitute Eqs. (4.37), (4.38) and (4.39) together with the relationships for the
coefficients into Eq. (4.35) to get the external electric field

Eext(r, ω) = er
−2πiω

c2γ

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

jn(kr)

kr
Bn,mKm

(
ωb

vγ

)
Yn,m(θ, φ)exp(−imφ0 − iωz0/v)

+ eθ

{
4πiωv

c3

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

m2

n(n+ 1)sinθ
jn(kr)A+

n,mKm

(
ωb

vγ

)
Yn,m(θ, φ)

+
2πiω

c2γ

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

Bn,m
n(n+ 1)

Km

(
ωb

vγ

)[
(n+ 1)

jn(kr)

kr
− jn+1(kr)

]
×
[

(n+ 1)cosθ

sinθ
Yn,m(θ, φ)− (n−m+ 1)

sinθ

αn,m
αn+1,m

Yn+1,m(θ, φ)

]}
exp(−imφ0 − iωz0/v)

+ eφ

{
4πωv

c3

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

m

n(n+ 1)
jn(kr)A+

n,mKm

(
ωb

vγ

)
×
[

(n+ 1)cosθ

sinθ
Yn,m(θ, φ)− (n−m+ 1)

sinθ

αn,m
αn+1,m

Yn+1,m(θ, φ)

]
+

2πω

c2γ

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

m

n(n+ 1)sinθ
Bn,mKm

(
ωb

vγ

)
Yn,m(θ, φ)

×
[
(n+ 1)

jn(kr)

kr
− jn+1(kr)

]}
exp(−imφ0 − iωz0/v)

(4.40)
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Figure 4.2: External electric field a) and external magnetic field b) produced by a moving electron
of energy 120 keV. Calculation was performed for a sphere of radius a = 1 nm, impact parameter
b = 1.5 nm and angle φ0 = 0. The external fields are plotted for energy ~ω = 3.94 eV, which
corresponds to the first peak of the nonretarded EEL spectra in figure 2.3 calculated for a sphere of
the same size. The maximum index of summation was taken to be nmax = 10.

and magnetic field

Bext(r, ω) = er
−4πiωv

c3

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

m
jn(kr)

kr
A+
n,mKm

(
ωb

vγ

)
Yn,m(θ, φ)exp(−imφ0 − iωz0/v)

+ eθ

{
−2πiω

c2γ

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

m

n(n+ 1)sinθ
jn(kr)Bn,mKm

(
ωb

vγ

)
Yn,m(θ, φ)

+
4πiωv

c3

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

m

n(n+ 1)
A+
n,mKm

(
ωb

vγ

)[
(n+ 1)

jn(kr)

kr
− jn+1(kr)

]
×
[

(n+ 1)cosθ

sinθ
Yn,m(θ, φ)− (n−m+ 1)

sinθ

αn,m
αn+1,m

Yn+1,m(θ, φ)

]}
exp(−imφ0 − iωz0/v)

− eφ

{
2πω

c2γ

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

Bn,m
n(n+ 1)

jn(kr)Km

(
ωb

vγ

)
×
[

(n+ 1)cosθ

sinθ
Yn,m(θ, φ)− (n−m+ 1)

sinθ

αn,m
αn+1,m

Yn+1,m(θ, φ)

]
−4πωv

c3

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

m2

n(n+ 1)sinθ
A+
n,mKm

(
ωb

vγ

)
Yn,m(θ, φ)

×
[
(n+ 1)

jn(kr)

kr
− jn+1(kr)

]}
exp(−imφ0 − iωz0/v).

(4.41)
The external fields for nmax = 10 and the energy related to the first peak in the electron energy

loss spectra of figure 2.3 calculated from Eq. (4.40) and Eq. (4.41) are depicted in figure 4.2.
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4.3. Induced fields outside the particle

We analyse now the fields that are induced due to the presence of the sphere situated near electron’s
trajectory. To obtain these fields, we apply the boundary conditions requiring continuity of ψM,
εψE, ∂ψM/∂r and (1 + r∂/∂r)ψE. The fields induced outside the sphere can be expressed as

ψM,ind(r) =

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

inh(+)
n (kr)Yn,m(Ωr)ψ

M,ind
n,m , (4.42)

ψE,ind(r) =

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

inh(+)
n (kr)Yn,m(Ωr)ψ

E,ind
n,m , (4.43)

where the coefficients of the induced fields are connected with those for external fields via

ψM,ind
n,m = tMn ψ

M,ext
n,m , (4.44)

ψE,ind
n,m = tEnψ

E,ext
n,m . (4.45)

The coefficients tMn and tEn are the coefficients from Mie theory [39], [9]. We can rewrite them for
the case of a non-magnetic sphere (when µin = µ = µ0) as

tMn =
−jn(ka)[kinajn(kina)]′ + jn(kina)[kajn(ka)]′

h+
n (ka)[kinajn(kina)]′ − jn(kina)[kah+

n (ka)]′
, (4.46)

tEn =
−jn(ka)[kinajn(kina)]′ + εrjn(kina)[kajn(ka)]′

h+
n (ka)[kinajn(kina)]′ − εrjn(kina)[kah+

n (ka)]′
, (4.47)

where kin = εrω/c is magnitude of the wave vector inside the sphere. Knowing the coefficients we
can easily modify the incident fields produced by the moving electron and get the induced fields just

by exchanging h
(1)
n → −ijn (due to requirement of finiteness of the fields inside) and including the

Mie coefficients in Eqs. (4.46) and (4.47). We can thus find the induced fields outside the sphere:
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(4.48)
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(4.49)
We compare the induced fields calculated analytically from Eqs. (4.48) and (4.49) with the

results obtained from the MNPBEM toolbox. These comparisons for a silver sphere with radius
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Figure 4.3: Comparison of the magnitude of the induced electric field on the surface of a silver sphere
corresponding to the first mode of energy ~ω = 3.94 eV computed analytically a), and numerically
b) using the MNPBEM toolbox. The energy of this mode was identified in electron energy loss
spectra in figure 2.3. The front side denotes the hemisphere facing the electron. Calculations were
performed for a sphere radius a = 1 nm, impact parameter b = 1.5 nm (φ0 = 0) and electrons of
energy 120 keV. The response of silver was modelled by a Drude dielectric function with parameters
from table B.1.

a = 1 nm, impact parameter b = 1.5 nm and electrons of energy 120 keV can be found in figures 4.3
and 4.4 for the dipolar mode related to the first peak in the nonretarded electron energy loss spectra
(figure 2.3), which, as we will show later, perfectly match the spectra obtained from the retarded
approach introduced in this chapter.

Analytically expressed induced fields for higher order modes related to the second, third and
fourth peak (these peaks are again labeled in figure 2.3)are depicted in figure 4.5. The Drude model
was used to model the dielectric function of silver.

The total fields outside the sphere can be then expressed as a superposition of the external and
induced fields

Eout = Eext + Eind and Bout = Bext + Bind. (4.50)
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Figure 4.4: Comparison of the magnitude of the induced magnetic field on the surface of a silver
sphere corresponding to the first mode of energy ~ω = 3.94 eV computed analytically a), and numer-
ically b) using the MNPBEM toolbox. The energy of this mode was identified in the electron energy
loss spectra in figure 2.3. The front side denotes the hemisphere facing the electron. Calculations
were performed for a sphere radius a = 1 nm, impact parameter b = 1.5 nm (φ0 = 0) and electrons of
energy 120 keV. The response of silver was modelled by a Drude dielectric function with parameters
from table B.1.

In the case of the electric field, the magnitude of the induced part is much larger than the
magnitude of the external one. This situation is completely different for the magnetic field, where
the external contribution to the total field prevails, which becomes even more evident for modes of
higher energies. We demonstrate this by plotting the total fields for the first mode of energy 3.94 eV
in figure 4.6.

By comparison of the results in figure 4.2, a) and those in figure 4.3, we can directly see that the
dominating part of the total electric field is the induced one. Magnitudes of the external [figure 4.2,
b)] and induced magnetic fields (figure 4.4) are in case of the first mode similar, therefore neither
external or induced part is prevailing in the total field.
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4. INTERACTION OF SPHERICAL PARTICLES WITH AN ELECTRON BEAM

Figure 4.5: The induced fields corresponding to the higher order modes related to the marked peaks
in figure 2.3. In a) electric field corresponding to the peak with energy 4.14 eV is depicted. Magnetic
field for the same energy is visualized in b). In c) and d) we can find electric and magnetic field,
respectively, plotted for the third peak of energy 4.21 eV. Figures e) and f) are related to the last
peak that can be clearly identified, whose energy is 4.25 eV. Calculations were performed for a silver
sphere with radius a = 1 nm, impact parameter b = 1.5 nm (φ0 = 0) and electrons of energy 120 keV.
The response of silver was modelled by a Drude dielectric function with parameters from table B.1.
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Figure 4.6: Total electric field a) and total magnetic field b) corresponding to the first mode of
energy 3.94 eV identified in the spectrum of figure 2.3. The fields were calculated as a superposition
of incident and external fields [according to Eq. (4.50)]. By comparison with the induced fields,
we can see that they dominate in the case of electric field. The total magnetic field is much more
influenced by the external part. The calculation was performed for a sphere of radius a = 1 nm,
impact parameter b = 1.5 nm (φ0 = 0) and electrons of energy 120 keV.
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4.4. Induced fields inside the sphere

In a way similar to the previous section, we can find the fields that are induced inside the sphere.
As we require finiteness of the fields at the origin, electric and magnetic functions will be expressed
with help of spherical Bessel functions as

ψM,ind,in(r) =
∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

injn(kinr)Yn,m(Ωr)ψ
M,ind,in
n,m , (4.51)

ψE,ind,in(r) =

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

injn(kinr)Yn,m(Ωr)ψ
E,ind,in
n,m , (4.52)

where the coefficients of the induced field inside are again related to the coefficients of the external
fields

ψM,ind,in
n,m = sM

n ψ
M,ext
n,m , (4.53)

ψE,ind,in
n,m = sE

nψ
E,ext
n,m . (4.54)

sM
n and sE

n can be related to the Mie coefficients:
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n =
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n (ka)]′ + h+
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, (4.55)
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. (4.56)

Explicit expressions for the electric field inside the sphere then read
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The three components in the spherical coordinates Er, Eθ and Eφ are plotted for the first two modes
of energies 3.94 eV and 4.14 eV in figure 4.7.

Er(V/nm)

Eθ(V/nm)

Eφ(V/nm)

Er(V/nm)

Eθ(V/nm)

Eφ(V/nm)

3.91 eV 4.14 eV

Figure 4.7: Components of the electric field E = (Er, Eθ, Eφ) inside the sphere (r = 0.9a = 0.9 nm)
for energies related to the first two peaks in the electron energy loss spectrum of figure 2.3: 3.94 eV
(left column) and 4.14 eV (right column). We can clearly identify where the positive (red) or negative
charge (blue) is accumulated.
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Br(T)

Bθ(T)

Bφ(T)

Br(T)

Bθ(T)

Bφ(T)

3.91 eV 4.14 eV

Figure 4.8: Components of the magnetic field B = (Br, Bθ, Bφ) inside the sphere (r = 0.9a = 0.9 nm)
for energies related to the first two peaks in the electron energy loss spectrum of figure 2.3: 3.94 eV
(left column) and 4.14 eV (right column).
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The expression for the magnetic field inside the sphere is found to be
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(4.58)
which is plotted for the first two modes in figure 4.8.

4.5. Energy loss probability

Since we know the induced fields acting back on the moving electron, it is possible to calculate the
loss probability ΓEELS according to Eq. (2.22). When we substitute there the induced field, we
obtain

ΓEELS(ω) =
1

πω

∞̂

−∞

Re

[
v ·
(

LψM,ind − i

k
∇× LψE,ind

)
exp(−iωt)

]
dt, (4.59)

where we used atomic units. Contribution of both magnetic and electric modes can be obtained
by the appropriate substitutions that were performed in [20]. The loss probability related to the
magnetic modes then reads
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while the loss probability due to the electric modes is expressed as
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Now we can write down the total loss probability in SI units:

ΓEELS = ΓM
EELS + ΓE

EELS =
e2

c~ω

∞∑
n=1

n∑
m=−n

K2
m

(
ωb

vγ

)[
CM
n,mIm[tMn ] + CE

n,mIm[tEn ]
]
, (4.62)

where we define the coefficients

CM
n,m =

n

n+ 1

∣∣∣∣2mnc A+
n,m

∣∣∣∣2 CE
n,m =

n

n+ 1

∣∣∣∣1γBn,m
∣∣∣∣2 . (4.63)

The dependence of the loss probability on ω for an electron moving in vacuum is except of
occurrence in denominator and in argument of modified Bessel function contained in coefficients tEn
and tMn . It is hidden there in dielectric function, which appears in kin.

In figures 4.9 and 4.10 we can compare the electron energy loss probability calculated according
to the analytical relations (4.62) and (2.28) with the values obtained from the MNPBEM software.
The theoretical loss functions were obtained for a maximum value of index nmax = 20. We again
studied the case of a sphere with radius a = 1 nm and electron with energy 120 keV moving at an
impact parameter b = 1.5 nm and crossing the x axis.

In figure 4.9, EEL spectra are plotted for the silver sphere, whereas the spectrum in figure 4.10
was calculated for a sphere made of gold. In both cases the material properties were modelled by
Drude dielectric function (details can be found in Appendix B) and we can see that the energy loss
obtained from the retarded solution cannot be distinguished from the nonretarded one, as the sphere
is very small and electromagnetic retardation does not have significant influence.

The apparent difference between the spectra calculated for silver and gold spheres is in the
separation between the peaks. In the former, the first four peaks can be easily distinguished and
identified. In the latter spectra, peaks corresponding to all higher order modes are hidden in the
right part of the first peak. Although the highest possible number of surface elements was used for
BEM calculation, we can see that the results are slightly different. This can be explained not only
due to the finite discretization in the case of numerical results, which can cause deviation, but we
also have to realize that our analytical calculations were made in the limit kr → 0 and that we sum
over a finite number of modes, nmax = 20.
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3.9 4.0 4.1 4.2 4.3 E(eV)

Γ(eV−1)

MNPBEM calculation

ΓEELS

ΓNR
EELS

Figure 4.9: Electron energy loss calculated for a silver sphere of radius a = 1 nm and electrons with
energy 120 keV moving at an impact parameter b = 1.5 nm (with φ0 = 0). The red curve represents
loss probability [according to Eq. (4.62)] including retardation. The orange dashed curve, which
is hardly distinguishable from the retarded solution, corresponds to the nonretarded approximation
[according to Eq. (2.28)]. For the MNPBEM calculation 1444 elements were used to create the
surface of the sphere. Results are marked by blue points.
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Figure 4.10: Electron energy loss calculated for a gold sphere of radius a = 1 nm and electrons with
energy 120 keV moving at an impact parameter b = 1.5 nm (with φ0 = 0). The red curve represents
loss probability [according to Eq. (4.62)] including retardation. The orange dashed curve, which
is hardly distinguishable from the retarded solution, corresponds to the nonretarded approximation
[according to Eq. (2.28)]. For the MNPBEM calculation 1444 elements were used to create the
surface of the sphere. Results are marked by blue points.
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5. Evolution of electromagnetic fields in time
domain

We present in this chapter the study of the dynamics of the electromagnetic fields as a result of the
interaction with the electron. To that end, we employ the Fourier transform defined in Appendix A
and use the properties of Fourier transformation of a real function. The integral transform of the
fields then takes the form:

E(r, t) =
1

π

∞̂

0

Re [E(r, ω)exp(−iωt)] dω and B(r, t) =
1

π

∞̂

0

Re [B(r, ω)exp(−iωt)] dω. (5.1)

The integrals in Eq. (5.1) can be calculated numerically at a particular time t in any point of
space. In this case we are interested in the fields occurring just above the surface of the particle
especially in times when the passing electron is in the close proximity of the particle (attoseconds)
and then in times corresponding to the oscillation of localized surface plasmons (femtoseconds).

In the following we set z0 = 0 and φ0 = 0, which means that in time t = 0 s the electron is
situated in position rt(t = 0) = (b, 0, 0) (see the figure 4.1). For all calculations a very small silver
sphere of radius a = 1 nm was considered, we used impact parameter b = 1.5 nm and assumed an
electron of energy 120 keV (velocity v = 0.587c). This means that the electron is in close proximity to
the nanoparticle in times corresponding to units of attoseconds. The localized plasmon response will
appear in femtoseconds when the electron is relatively far from the sphere. The latter is related to
the response function of the material. We use the Drude dielectric function introduced in Appendix
B with parameters taken from table B.1, but we set ε∞ = 1. All the following results were obtained
for nmax = 5.

5.1. Exact analytical solution for the external field

Before we start to deal with the results computed by Fourier transformation of the total fields
obtained from the multipolar expansion introduced in the previous chapter, we show the exact
analytical solution for the time dependent field produced by a moving electron. In section 2.1 we
derived this field in frequency domain, but it is possible to obtain the expressions for the field in real
time. In the rest frame of our relativistic electron, there appears only the coulombic electric field of
the form

E′(r′) = − e

4πε0

(r′ − r′e)

|r′ − r′e|3
, (5.2)

where r′ and r′e are positions of observation point and electron, respectively, in the electron rest frame.
In the case of an electron travelling along the positive z direction, Eq. (5.2) can be transformed to
laboratory rest frame with use of Cartesian coordinates r = (x, y, z) as

E(r, t) = (Ex(r, t), Ey(r, t), Ez(r, t)) = − e

4πε0

γ

[x2 + y2 + γ2(z − vt)2]3
(x, y, z − vt), (5.3)

B(r, t) = (Bx(r, t), By(r, t), Bz(r, t)) =
e

4πε0

γ2β

c [x2 + y2 + γ2(z − vt)2]3
(y,−x, 0), (5.4)
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where we can observe not only the electric, but also the magnetic field. If we assume the same
geometry as in figure 4.1 and perform the change x→ x− b we can then project these external fields
on the spherical surface within the laboratory rest frame. It is useful to compare the result from
this expressions with those obtained from time-transformed multipolar expansion in Eqs. (4.40) and
(4.41), which should give the same resulting fields.

The magnitudes of the electric and the magnetic field in Eqs. (5.3) and (5.4) projected on the
spherical surface with radius r = 1 nm are plotted for times −6 as and 2 as in figure 5.1. We can
observe that as the electron is coming closer to the sphere (its position is marked by a small red
sphere with a red arrow), the magnitudes are getting larger and the patterns are also changing. In
general, the pattern of the field is elliptically shaped, which is due to the influence of the Lorentz
contraction factor γ.
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|B|(T) |B|(T)

Figure 5.1: Exact analytical calculation of |E| (upper row) and |B| (lower row) produced by a moving
electron projected on a spherical surface with radius a = 1 nm at times −6 as (left column) and 2 as
(right column). We can observe an increase in the magnitude of the fields as the electron is gets
closer to the particle and also a change in patterns produced.

5.2. Fields in the attosecond regime

In attosecond times the electron is moving in close proximity to the metal sphere and the external
field influencing the sphere is therefore very large. However, at this time scale the material does not
have enough time to respond – when we calculate the period corresponding to the plasma frequency,
for silver we get ≈ 0.5 fs. In attoseconds the induced fields could be only due to the response to
external fields that were surrounding the particle femtoseconds before, but at those times the electron
was very far and the external fields were weak. For this reason, the main contribution to the total
fields on the sphere during the attosecond regime should consist of external fields.

48
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In figure 5.2 we plot the external fields from Eqs. (4.40) and (4.41) just above the spherical
surface for times −6 as and 2 as. When we compare them with the external field obtained from the
exact analytical solution in figure 5.1, we can see that they are qualitatively similar and for time
t = −6 as the magnitude of the fields fits very well. At t = 2 as the exactly calculated fields are more
”squeezed” and their magnitude is bigger than in case of the fields calculated from the multipole
expansion. This difference arises from fact that we had to use a finite number of multipoles, in this
calculation nmax = 5. Although more multipoles should be used especially for times of the closest
approach of the electron to the particle, we believe that nmax = 5 is enough to give a reasonable
insight.

t = −6 as t = 2 as

t = −6 as t = 2 as

|E|(V/nm) |E|(V/nm)

|B|(T) |B|(T)

Figure 5.2: External fields expressed in Eqs. (4.40) and (4.41) obtained from the multipole expansion
plotted above the surface of sphere with radius a = 1 nm. In the upper row, |E| is plotted, while
in the lower row |B| can be seen. The fields were calculated at times −6 as (left column) and 2 as
(right column).

We can compare now the external fields in figure 5.2 with the total fields from Eq. (4.50)
calculated by the multipole expansion. In figure 5.3 we plot them for time sequences from −3 as to
3 as. We can clearly see that the fields follow the trajectory of electron. When we compare their
magnitude for time t = 2 as with the external fields in figure 5.2, we can see that it is almost equal.
Induced fields from Eq. (4.48) and (4.49) therefore provide only a small contribution (10−2 V/nm in
case of the induced electric field and 10−3 T corresponding to the induced magnetic field) as expected
because of the insufficient time for the material to respond.
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t = −3 as

t = −2 as

t = 0 as

t = 2 as

t = 3 as

|B|(T)|E|(V/nm)

Figure 5.3: Attosecond time evolution of the total fields calculated from the multipole expansion
just above the surface of the silver sphere with radius a = 1 nm. |Etot| is depicted in the left column,
whereas in the right column |Btot| is visualized. The corresponding position of the electron at each
time is marked by a small red sphere with an arrow.
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5.3. Fields in the femtosecond regime

During femtoseconds after the electron flyby, the metallic sphere should respond to the strong
external fields that were in its surroundings when the electron was passing by (in attoseconds). The
situation is now completely different: the induced fields should be dominant, because the electron is
very far and the external fields are weak. In figures 5.4 and 5.5 the electric and magnetic fields are
depicted. We can see that they are weaker than in the attosecond regime, especially the magnetic
field, however, the contribution of the induced parts is much larger.

We can also observe the expected oscillatory and damped character of the induced electric and
magnetic field, respectively, which is typical for localized surface plasmon resonances. At some times
(e.g. 0.1 fs or 0.5 fs) dipolar patterns can be observed, but a combination of higher order modes is
generally present. At 6 fs it seems that quadrupolar mode is prevailing (compare with figures 4.3
and 4.4 showing the dipolar mode in frequency domain and with the plots of higher modes in figure
4.5).
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t = 2.0 fs

t = 1.5 fs

t = 1.0 fs

t = 0.5 fs

t = 0.3 fs

t = 0.1 fs

t = 6.0 fs

t = 5.0 fs

t = 4.0 fs

t = 3.5 fs

t = 3.0 fs

t = 2.5 fs

|E|(V/nm)

Figure 5.4: Evolution of electric field |E| during femtoseconds after the electron passed the sphere.
The corresponding times are displayed on the left of each sphere. The red line represents the
trajectory of the electron, which is far away from the sphere for these femtosecond times.
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t = 2.0 fs

t = 1.5 fs

t = 1.0 fs

t = 0.5 fs

t = 0.3 fs

t = 0.1 fs

t = 6.0 fs

t = 5.0 fs

t = 4.0 fs

t = 3.5 fs

t = 3.0 fs

t = 2.5 fs

|B|(mT)

Figure 5.5: Evolution of magnetic field |B| during femtoseconds after the electron passed the sphere.
The corresponding times are displayed on the left of each sphere. The red line represents the
trajectory of the electron, which is far away from the sphere at the femtosecond times represented
here.
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6. FORCES ACTING ON A METALLIC SPHERE IN TIME DOMAIN

6. Forces acting on a metallic sphere in time
domain

The motivation of our study is connected with the phenomena depicted in figure 6.1, where we can
see a sequence of scanning transmission electron microscope (STEM) images related to two different
regimes of manipulation of a small spherical nanoparticle [7]. In the upper row the sphere is pulled
by the electron beam, which means that it is moving towards it. The movement recorded in the
lower row is completely reversed – the particle is repelled when smaller impact parameter is used.
This ambiguous behaviour is not so easy to explain, because according to the image charge concept,
the particle should be always attracted towards the electron. We aim to throw light on this process
by exploiting the knowledge acquired on the fields from previous sections.

a)

b)

Figure 6.1: Demonstration of manipulation of a small gold nanoparticle of diameter 1.5 nm in STEM.
In the upper part a) three images correspond to a ”pulling” mechanism, which occurred at impact
parameter b ≈ 4.5 nm. Images labeled by b) shows ”pushing” of the particle, which takes place
when small impact parameters are used, b ≈ 1 nm in this case. The time delay between the images
is ≈ 40 s. Reproduced from [7].

A possible explanation of this effect was proposed in [47], where the repulsion is claimed to be
connected with more effective excitation of higher order modes when the electron impact parameter is
very small. On the contrary, attractive force acts on the particle in case of larger impact parameters.
This is demonstrated in the inset of figure 6.2 where we can directly see the reversal of the total
transversal momentum component for an impact parameter of ≈ 2 nm with respect to the sphere
center. In the main part of the figure the frequency dependence of the transverse momentum
component is plotted for different impact parameters with respect to the aluminium sphere of 1 nm
radius.
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Figure 6.2: Frequency dependence of the transverse momentum component for different impact pa-
rameters for the case of a 1 nm aluminium sphere described by a Drude dielectric function. In the
inset the dependence of the total force integrated over all frequencies on impact parameter is shown,
where we can see reversal of the total transversal momentum component for small impact param-
eters. When we use impact parameters > 2 nm (measured from the sphere center), the transverse
momentum corresponding to the motion in the plane parallel to the substrate is always positive and
it is decaying to zero as we move the electron beam away. The plot is reproduced from ref. [47].

6.1. Numerical procedure

As we pointed out in the first chapter, the time derivative of the mechanical momentum plus the
momentum of electromagnetic field can be obtained from a surface integration of Maxwell stress
tensor [Eq. (1.45)]. Once we have the transformed components of the total fields outside the
particle, Maxwell stress tensor Eq. (1.44) in real time can be easily calculated for a surface tightly
enclosing the particle. The Fourier transform of the fields is performed numerically, therefore we
calculate the fields only at particular points near the surface of the sphere and the integration is
performed as a discrete summation.

First we have to construct the Maxwell stress tensor [Eq. (1.44)] containing the components of
the fields outside Eout(r, t) = (Ex(r, t), Ey(r, t), Ez(r, t)) and Bout(r, t) = (Bx(r, t), By(r, t), Bz(r, t)).
Then we have to perform the matrix multiplication by the normal surface element. If we split the

Maxwell stress tensor in two parts
←→
T E and

←→
T B related to contribution of electric and magnetic

fields, respectively, it can be written as

←→
T E · n∆S = ∆Sε0

1
2(E2

x − E2
y − E2

z ) ExEy ExEz
EyEx

1
2(E2

y − E2
x − E2

z ) EyEz
EzEx EzEy

1
2(E2

z − E2
x − E2

y)

 ·
sin(θ)cos(φ)

sin(θ)sin(φ)
cos(φ)

 ,

(6.1)
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←→
T B ·n∆S = ∆Sε0c

2

1
2(B2

x −B2
y −B2

z ) BxBy BxBz
ByBx

1
2(B2

y −B2
x −B2

z ) ByBz
BzBx BzBy

1
2(B2

z −B2
x −B2

y)

 ·
sin(θ)cos(φ)

sin(θ)sin(φ)
cos(φ)

 ,

(6.2)
where

∆S = r2sin(θ)∆θ∆φ (6.3)

is the size of surface element at a particular point r = (r, θ, φ). We continue using spherical coordi-
nates and thus we only have to change the field vectors from spherical to Cartesian 1. However, the
transformed vector fields still depend on the spherical coordinates. The surface integration of the
tensor will be then approximated by

"

S

←→
T · ndS ≈

∑←→
T E · n∆S +

∑←→
T B · n∆S, (6.4)

where we sum over the surface elements.
We can see that from Eqs. (6.1) and (6.2) we get three components. We are particularly

interested in the transverse x component but we also calculate the z component (in y we obtain
negligible values originated from numerical limitations).

6.2. Evolution of Maxwell stress tensor in attosecond times

In order to visualize the properties of the components from Eqs. (6.1) and (6.2), particularly where
their largest values appear, we plot them again above the particle for different attosecond times.
The x component is depicted in figure 6.3, while the z component can be found in figure 6.4.

In the case of the x component we can recognize that the created patterns directly follow the
distribution of the fields above the surface. However, if we consider the sign, we can see mostly
positive electric contribution (left column) and on contrary negative magnetic contribution (right
column) of the same order of magnitude.

Electric contribution depicted in left column of figure 6.4 is prevailing in z component and takes
both positive and negative sign depending on current position of electron. Magnetic contribution is
smaller.

6.3. Evolution of Maxwell stress tensor in femtosecond times

In femtoseconds, electric contribution to the Maxwell stress tensor is dominant as the magnetic
field is very small. Therefore, we plotted only x and z components of (6.1) in figures 6.5 and 6.6,
respectively. Patterns observed in plot of x component are again closely related to the field (see 5.4)
and as we can see, it is mostly positive.

z component depicted in 6.6 takes positive and negative values symmetrically. This means that
after summation, we can expect very small values of total momentum time derivative.

1The transformation of the vector field V = (Vr, Vθ, Vφ) reads Vx = Vrsin(θ)cos(φ) + Vθcos(θ)cos(φ) − Vφsin(φ),
Vy = Vrsin(θ)sin(φ) + Vθcos(θ)sin(φ) + Vφcos(φ), Vz = Vrcos(θ)− Vθsin(θ).
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(pN)

t = −3 as

t = 0 as

t = 3 as

(←→
T E · n∆S

)
x

(←→
T B · n∆S

)
x

Figure 6.3: The x component of the electric part of the Maxwell stress tensor multiplied by the surface
element from Eq. (6.1) (left column) and magnetic part from Eq. (6.2) (right column). Different
times are displayed for each row. As we can see, the electric field contributes mainly positively, while
the contribution of magnetic field is negative. Plotted patterns follow the distribution of the fields
depicted in figure 5.3.
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(pN)

t = −3 as

t = 0 as

t = 3 as

(←→
T E · n∆S

)
z

(←→
T B · n∆S

)
z

Figure 6.4: The x component of the electric part of the Maxwell stress tensor multiplied by the
surface element from Eq. (6.1) (left column) and magnetic part from Eq. (6.2) (right column).
Different times are displayed for each row. Contribution of the electric field is both positive and
negative with the pattern depending on current position of the electron with respect to the sphere.
In this case the magnetic field contributes with small values varying around zero.

59



6.3. EVOLUTION OF MAXWELL STRESS TENSOR IN FEMTOSECOND TIMES

t = 2.0 fs

t = 1.5 fs

t = 1.0 fs

t = 0.5 fs

t = 0.3 fs

t = 0.1 fs

t = 6.0 fs

t = 5.0 fs

t = 4.0 fs

t = 3.5 fs

t = 3.0 fs

t = 2.5 fs

(fN)

(←→
T E · n∆S

)
x

Figure 6.5: The x component of the electric part of the Maxwell stress tensor multiplied by the
surface element from Eq. (6.1) (left column) and magnetic part from Eq. (6.2) (right column).
Different femtosecond times are displayed for each row. The red line represents the trajectory of the
electron, which is now far away.
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t = 2.0 fs

t = 1.5 fs

t = 1.0 fs

t = 0.5 fs

t = 0.3 fs

t = 0.1 fs

t = 6.0 fs

t = 5.0 fs

t = 4.0 fs

t = 3.5 fs

t = 3.0 fs

t = 2.5 fs

(fN)

(←→
T E · n∆S

)
z

Figure 6.6: The z component of the electric part of the Maxwell stress tensor multiplied by the
surface element from Eq. (6.1) (left column) and magnetic part from Eq. (6.2) (right column).
Different femtosecond times are displayed for each row. The red line represents the trajectory of the
electron, which is now far away.
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6.4. Calculation of forces

Until now, we were plotting the time-dependent Maxwell stress tensor without saying what its
meaning is in our situation. If we look at equation (1.45), we can realize that the Maxwell stress
tensor integrated over closed surface gives the mechanical force Fmech = dpmech/dt only when the
fields are static, which is not our case. Our integrated Maxwell stress tensor also includes the term
corresponding to the time derivative of the field momentum dpfield/dt:

"

S

←→
T · ndS =

dpmech

dt
+

dpfield

dt
=

dptot

dt
(6.5)

Relation (1.45) was derived for vacuum, where D = ε0E and ρ = ρF. For us it is not necessary
to modify the Maxwell stress tensor, which can be evaluated just above the surface of the metallic
sphere in free space. However, we should modify the pfield term as it is integrated over the volume of
the sphere, where the assumption of a vacuum environment is no longer valid. With this modification
the force acting on free charges reads

Fmech =
dpmech

dt
=

"

S

←→
T · ndS − d

dt

˚

V

(εEind,in ×Bind,in)dV. (6.6)

Attosecond regime

In figure 6.7 we can observe the attosecond time dependence of the x component of the integrated
Maxwell stress tensor without the field momentum time derivative subtraction. We plotted sepa-
rately the electric contribution, which is positive in the whole time range, and the magnetic part,
which contributes mostly negatively and in later times positively. The time derivative of the total
momentum is obtained by summing of these two parts.

6

3

-3

-6

-9

-2 2 4 6 8 10

dptot,x/dt

∑(←→
T E · n∆S

)
x∑(←→

T B · n∆S
)
x

(pN)

t(as)

Figure 6.7: Time dependence of dptot,x/dt (x component) obtained by integration of the Maxwell
stress tensor over the spherical surface (green dots). We can also observe the electric (red dots) and
the magnetic contribution (blue dots). Lines of the same colour interpolate the calculated data.
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We calculate also the time dependence of the z component of the integrated Maxwell stress tensor
in figure 6.8. The behaviour of the electric and the magnetic part is similar, i.e. for negative times
it is positive and then it gets reversed.

-2 2 4 6 8 10

8

4

-4

-8

dptot,z/dt

∑(←→
T E · n∆S

)
z∑(←→

T B · n∆S
)
z

(pN)

t(as)

Figure 6.8: Time dependence of dptot,z/dt (z component) obtained by integration of Maxwell stress
tensor over the spherical surface (green dots). We can also observe the electric (red dots) and the
magnetic contribution (blue dots). Lines of the same colour interpolate the calculated data.

Forces created within attoseconds are quite large, but we have to be careful, because considerable
amount of the time derivative of total momentum can be connected with the time derivative of the
field momentum, while the mechanical part would not play an important role. To have an idea of
how big this field contribution can be to the dptot/dt be, we integrated the Maxwell stress tensor
over a ”virtual” sphere filled by vacuum, where we used the exact analytical solution of the external
fields produced by a moving electron from Eqs. (5.3) and (5.4). We took the same parameters as in
previous calculations.

The results for both the x and z component are depicted in figure 6.9, where we observe qualita-
tively and also quantitatively very similar behaviour as in figures 6.7 and 6.8, especially in the case
of the magnetic contribution. We also plot the calculated time derivative of the field momentum,
which, as expected, agrees with the total one obtained from the surface integration of the Maxwell
stress tensor (in this case there is no mechanical force).

Now we know that the contribution of the field momentum time can be very important, but
to perform correct calculation, we have to deal with Eq. (6.6) which requires to subtract the field
contribution.

So far we have performed this calculation, as it is very computationally demanding, only for time
t = 0 as and obtained

dpfield,x(t = 0)

dt
= −4.68812 pN,

dpfield,z(t = 0)

dt
= 5.27117 · 10−2 pN.
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Figure 6.9: Time dependence of a) dptot,x/dt (x component) and b) dptot,z/dt (z component) ob-
tained by integration of Maxwell stress tensor over the spherical surface filled by vacuum (green
dots). We can also observe the electric (red dots) and the magnetic contribution (blue dots). Black
dots correspond to calculated time derivative of the field momentum, which is equal to the total one.
Lines of the same colour interpolate the calculated data.

After subtracting these values from the total momentum derivative, we get following values for the
desired mechanical momentum

Fx =
dpmech,x(t = 0)

dt
= 2.21019 pN,

Fz =
dpmech,z(t = 0)

dt
= 0.394397 pN.

According to this calculation, it seems that even after field momentum time derivative subtraction,
the mechanical momentum transfer in attosecond regime will be nonzero and in order of pN. However,
we still have to be careful, because we restricted the maximum number of modes to nmax = 5 and
convergence tests related to the ”mesh” refinement would be required.

Femtosecond regime

In the femtosecond regime, we calculated the forces in the same manner as in case of the attosecond
regime. When we sum up the electric and magnetic contribution, we find out that the magnetic
part contributes with a force of the order of aN which is three orders of magnitude smaller than
the electric one of the order of fN. This could be expected because the magnitude of magnetic field
during these times is very small as we presented in figure 5.5.

The x and z component of the electric part is plotted in figures 6.10 and 6.12, respectively. The
sum of magnetic contribution for different femtosecond times can be found in graphs 6.11 and 6.13.

We should remark that except at t = 3 fs, the x component of the total momentum time derivative
is always positive, whereas the z component is going from positive to negative values and then back
to positive. Both dependences exhibit quite oscillating behaviour. However, as we emphasized, also
in the femtosecond regime we need to subtract the field momentum time derivative at each time to
obtain the pure mechanical force acting on the particle.
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Figure 6.10: Time dependence of electric contribution to the dptot,x plotted for femtoseconds after
the electron flyby obtained by summing the values displayed on the surface of the spheres in figure
6.5. Red lines connecting the calculated points serve as a guide for eye.
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Figure 6.11: Time dependence of magnetic contribution to the dptot,x plotted for femtoseconds after
the electron flyby. Blue lines connecting the calculated points serve as a guide for eye.
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Figure 6.12: Time dependence of electric contribution to the dptot,z plotted for femtoseconds after
the electron flyby obtained by summing the values displayed on the surface of the spheres in figure
6.6. Red lines connecting the calculated points serve as a guide for eye.
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Figure 6.13: Time dependence of magnetic contribution to the dptot,z plotted for femtoseconds after
the electron flyby. Blue lines connecting the calculated points serve as a guide for eye.
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7. Summary
In this master thesis we dealt with the theoretical description of the fields inside and outside of a small
metallic sphere influenced by fast electron passing by its close proximity and therefore producing
external disturbance. This problem is very important for the fundamental understanding of many
interesting phenomena, since an ambiguous behaviour of the nanoparticle has been predicted. The
particle can experience both attraction and repulsion with respect to electron beam, depending on
impact parameter.

First we briefly introduced the theory of the electromagnetic field and the formalism used to
describe the spectra in electron energy loss spectroscopy, which is closely related to our problem.
We also described three basic numerical approaches that are commonly used, when we need to solve
the problem of electron energy loss. Our main interest is focused on the boundary element method,
which was utilized for comparison with analytical results in following chapters.

Then we continued with previously developed approaches leading to analytical expressions of
the fields outside the sphere exploiting multipole expansion and showed, how the fields look like
in frequency domain. We compared calculated EEL spectra and the fields with numerical results
obtained from the boundary element method.

In the main part of the thesis we transformed the fields from frequency to time domain as we
wanted to reveal, what is happening in real time when the electron passes near the particle, and
discussed the results for two different time scales – attoseconds and femtoseconds. Attoseconds
correspond to times of the closest approach of electron to the particle, which can feel large external
fields. However, at this time scale particle is not able to respond and the induced fields are very small.
On the contrary, in the femtosecond regime localized surface plasmon oscillations are generated as a
response to external fields that were acting on the particle in attoseconds. During these times, the
electron is very far from the particle, but the induced fields are quite large.

The last section was devoted to calculations of the mechanical force acting on the particle as
we wanted to find out the reason why the particle sometimes experiences attraction and sometimes
repulsion. We were dealing with this problem again in attoseconds and then in femtoseconds. We
performed the surface integration of Maxwell stress tensor, which represents the time derivative of
the total momentum. However, we showed that this is not equal to the mechanical force, which can
be obtained by subtraction of the field momentum time derivative. As these calculations are very
computationally demanding, we were able to calculate the pure mechanical force for time (t = 0 as).

What seems crucial for future calculations, is not only the emphasized subtraction of field mo-
mentum time derivative to obtain the force causing the nanoparticle movement, but also the testing
of convergence for increasing nmax, more points where the fields are calculated and more sophis-
ticated models for dielectric functions characterizing the response of the particle. We should also
think about the validity of our approach which does not take nonlocality [12] into account or treats
the electron as a localized particle.
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APPENDIX A: MATHEMATICAL APPARATUS

Appendix A: Mathematical apparatus

Delta distribution

Dirac delta distribution (sometimes called function although it does not fulfil strict mathematical
requirements on functions) is very useful when we want e.g. express local response. It can be defined
in different ways, the most common is [34]:

∞̂

−∞

δ(x)dx = 1, δ(x) = 0 for x 6= 0. (A1)

Delta distribution has so-called sifting property, which can also serve as a definition of the
distribution and is expressed as [14]

x2ˆ

x1

f(x)δ(x− x0)dx =


1
2 [f(x−0 ) + f(x+

0 )] if x0 ∈ (x1, x2),
1
2f(x+

0 ) if x0 = x1,
1
2f(x−0 ) if x0 = x2,

0 if x0 /∈ 〈x1, x2〉,

and for continuous f(x) becomes

x2ˆ

x1

f(x)δ(x− x0)dx = f(x0) when x0 ∈ (x1, x2). (A2)

There exist many equalities, but for now we pick up that properties of delta distribution that
are used in this thesis:

δ(x) = δ(−x),

δ(ax− x0) =
1

|a|
δ
(
x− x0

a

)
,

f(x)δ(x− a) = f(a)δ(x− a),

δ(x− a) =
1

2π

∞̂

−∞

exp(ip(x− a))dp.

We can also get delta distribution from a complete orthonormal set of functions on interval {x1, x1 +
a}, x, x0 ∈ (x1, x1 + a) ∑

n

Ψ∗n(x)Ψn(x0) = δ(x− x0). (A3)

For delta distribution in EN in Cartesian coordinate system following relations hold
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ˆ
· · ·

ˆ

D

f(x)δ(x− x0)dNx = f(x0) when x0 ∈ D,

δ(x− x0) =
N∏
k=1

δ(xk − x0k),

δ(ax) =
1

|a|N
δ(x).

Fourier transform

Fourier transform is a special case of integral transformation and is very important in many fields
(e.g. physics, mathematics or electrotechnics). We can define Fourier transform and inverse Fourier
transform by expressions [34]

FT{f(x)} = AN
∞´
·· ·

´
−∞

f(x)exp(−ikX · x)dNx, (A4)

FT−1{F (X)} = BN
∞´
·· ·

´
−∞

F (X)exp(ikX · x)dNX, (A5)

where constants A, B and k have to fulfill the condition

AB =
| k |
2π

, (A6)

In points of continuity, functions f(x) = FT−1{F (X)} and F (X) = FT{f(x)} are coupled via
Fourier transformation.

If we want to transform a function dependent on both space variables (in E3 space) and time
variables, we employ Fourier transform in form

FT{f(r, t)} = F (k, ω) =

∞̆

−∞

f(r, t)exp[−i(k · r− ωt)]d3rdt, (A7)

while its inverse transform reads

FT{F (k, ω)} = f (r, t) =

(
1

2π

)4
∞̆

−∞

F (k, ω)exp[i(k · r− ωt)]d3kdω. (A8)

Properties of Fourier transform

An extensive literature dealing with properties of Fourier transform exists, we used nice book with
applications on physical problems [34]. We present here a short overview of properties used in our
work:

1. Relations for Fourier transform of derivatives with respect to spatial and time variables

FT

{
∂f(r, t)

∂t

}
= −iωFT {f(r, t)} , FT

{
∂f(r, t)

∂xi

}
= ikiFT {f(r, t)} . (A9)
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2. Fourier transform of convolution is equal to product of Fourier transforms

FT{f(x) ? g(x)} =
1

AN
FT{f(x)}FT{g(x)}, (A10)

where convolution is defined via

f(x) ? g(x) =

∞ˆ
· · ·

ˆ

−∞

f(y)g(x− y)dNy (A11)

Fourier transform of real function and the Rayleigh-Parseval theorem

Important theorem states that if Fourier integral of function f(x) exists, the function is real if and
only if F (X) is hermitian

f(x) = f∗(x)⇐⇒ F (X) = F ∗(−X) (A12)

If we have two functions f1(x) and f2(x) and their Fourier transforms F1(X) = FT{f1(x)} and
F2(X) = FT{f2(x)}, following equality holds:

AN
∞ˆ
· · ·

ˆ

−∞

f1(x)f∗2 (x)dNx = BN

∞ˆ
· · ·

ˆ

−∞

F1(X)F ∗2 (X)dNX. (A13)

Now let us consider the special case, when f1(t) and f2(t) are real functions of time (f1(t) = f∗1 (t),
f2(t) = f∗2 (t)). If we substitute these functions in Eq. (A13) and use Eq. (A12), we obtain (with
our particular choice of coefficients)

∞̂

−∞

f1(t)f2(t)dt =
1

2π

∞̂

−∞

F1(ω)F ∗2 (ω)dω =
1

π

∞̂

0

Re [F1(ω)F2(ω)] dω. (A14)
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Appendix B: Optical properties of metals
To find optical properties of metals, we use the framework of classical Lorentz-Drude model (some-
times called only Drude model), which treats the metal as an environment containing heavy positive
ions sitting in a crystalline lattice and an electron gas composed of conduction electrons. We then
assume so heavy ions, that their movement is negligible compared to the electrons, which move
freely but suffer instantaneous collisions. Between the collisions they do not interact with the fields
of positive ions neither other electrons [6].

If we apply external electric field E, the electrons will experience force acting on them. Then we
get equation of motion

r̈me + ṙmeγ = −eE, (B1)

where r is a displacement vector, me is electron mass and γ is a probability of scattering event per
unit time. If we expect harmonically time-dependent external field (E(t) = E0exp(−iωt)), solution
will take the form

r(t) =
e

me

1

ω2 + iγω
E(t). (B2)

As the electrons are being displaced from their equilibrium positions, the matter gets polarized.
The polarization vector is defined as average value of dipole moment (p = −er) in unit volume,
therefore in this case it can be expressed as

P(t) = − N e2

me(ω2 + iγω)
E(t), (B3)

where N is number of electrons per unit volume. After comparison of Eq. (B3) with Eq. (1.14) and
considering Eq. (1.16), we finally get expression for dielectric function

εr = 1−
ω2

p

ω2 + iγω
, (B4)

where we introduced the plasma frequency ω2
p = N e2/ε0me. We can also include other non-resonant

contributions to polarization and modify Eq. (B4)

εr = ε∞ −
ω2

p

ω2 + iγω
. (B5)

We can also write the dielectric function by the terms of its real and imaginary part

εr = εr1 + iεr2, (B6)

where the real and imaginary part read

εr1 = Re{εr} = ε∞ −
ω2

p

ω2 + γ2
, (B7)

εr1 = Im{εr} =
ω2

p

ω(ω2 + γ2)
. (B8)

In table B.1 there are summarized Drude parameters used within the MNPBEM toolbox [31]
for three different metals (silver, gold and aluminum). Drude dielectric functions (B5) of these
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metals are plotted together with experimental data from reference [43] in figures B.1, B.2 and B.3,
respectively. We can see that experimental data measured for gold do not match the model as well
as in the case of aluminum and silver especially due to the interband transitions.

ωp γ ε∞
Ag 9.07 0.022 3.3
Au 9.07 0.066 10.0
Al 15.83 1.06 1.0

Table B.1: Drude parameters for silver, gold and aluminum used within the MNPBEM toolbox [31].

The contribution of the electron interband transitions to the dielectric function can be modelled
by additional Lorentz oscillators:

εr = ε∞ −
ω2

p

ω2 + iγω
+
∑
j

ω2
pfj

ω2
0,j − ω2 − iγjω

, (B9)

where fj is a strength, ω0,j a frequency and γj a damping related to the Lorentz oscillator, which
represents a particular transition [19], [46]. This becomes very important especially in the case of
optical properties of gold which, as we can see in figure B.2, can be described by simple Lorentz-
Drude model only for narrow band of energies up to 2.5 eV. More sophisticated treatment of the
dielectric function of gold can be found in reference [16] and in [46] where they were dealing also
with other metals.
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Figure B.1: Lorentz-Drude dielectric function of silver (solid lines) with parameters from table B.1
and experimental data taken from [43] (dots).
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Figure B.2: Lorentz-Drude dielectric function of gold (solid lines) with parameters from table B.1
and experimental data taken from [43] (dots).
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Figure B.3: Drude dielectric function of aluminum (solid lines) with parameters from table B.1 and
experimental data taken from [43] (dots).
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