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Targets
Selection of research sites

The point of departure for this research is the hypothesis that people's perceptions, uses 
and behaviours regarding the landscape and urban natural spaces in general and different 
landscape elements in particular are conditioned by their socio-economic and educational 
background. In order to confirm this hypothesis, an empirical study was conducted in 
three completely different countries: Germany, Chile and Spain.

Nature plays an important role in all 
the urban societies studied, regardless 
of social status and nationality. Both 
Europeans and Latin Americans 
consider urban green areas to be an 
important aspect of urban culture.

People from all the study areas are 
highly interested in nature in general 
and the nature in their neighbourhood 
in particular.

The higher the social status, the larger 
the amount of private urban green areas. 
Lower-income areas in particular need 
to be compensated for this lack of 
private green space by making green 
areas more accessible to the population. 
Unfortunately, this is seldom the case.

On the whole, urban dwellers use 
different kinds of nature in their cities. 
The preference for specific types of 
nature depends on cultural background, 
accessibility and tradition, although 
social status can also play an important 
role.

Although the socioeconomic status 
of urban dwellers plays a role in their 
general free-time behaviour, there are 
certain nature-related outdoor 
activities that do not depend on this 
status, but instead reflect people’s 
cultural status within society. Thus 
people’s relationship to nature does 
n o t  h a v e  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e i r  
socioeconomic status, but the culture 
shared by all the members of the 
society.

It is important that urban landscapes 
include green spaces in order to satisfy 
urban dwellers’ need to be in contact 
with nature. This need must be reflected 
much more clearly and categorically in 
urban planning policies to ensure that 
cities are liveable and urban landscapes 
are attractive for people.
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Methodology
Selection of research sites

Germany and Spain were selected as two examples of 
developed countries with large socioeconomic and cultural 
differences, while Chile was chosen to represent a developing 
country. Selection was based on a criterion of convergence 
between the existence of and access to urban landscapes by 
citizens from different social segments.
The residential sites of each country were chosen according 
to the following criteria:

– The research areas (urban neighbourhoods) of each country 
are located in the same city to ensure that they were influenced 
by the same local and regional culture.

– All of the research areas have a high population density with 
social and economic differences regarding settlement structure 
and standard of living. Both a high-income and a low-income 
area were chosen in each country.  

– All of the cities have settlement structures that can also be 
found in other cities with similar characteristics (typology).

– One of the two neighbourhoods in each country has clearly 
poorer natural conditions than the other in terms of both quality 
and quantity (accessibility to nature and landscape).

– All the residents of both neighbourhoods in each city 
have easy access to an urban park.

– The neighbourhoods are located in outlying districts (at a 
maximum distance of 10 to 15 minutes) with nearby nature 
areas that remain practically intact (urban wildernesses).
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Relation between 
distributed and collected 
questionnaires in the reach 
areas

Paulusviertel	 1989	 402	 258  (64,2%)
Silberhöhe	 1989	 610	 233   ( 38,1%)
San Pedro de la Paz	 2001	 200	 200  ( 100%)
Tumbes	 2002	 200	 200  ( 100%)
El Brillante	 2004	 375	 120     ( 32%)
Santa Marina	 2004	 392	 111  ( 28,3%)
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Design 
and implementation
of survey

The survey consisted of interviews of selected samples of the 
population residing in all the six research areas of the three cities. 
The survey was conducted using questionnaires that included 
closed questions on the following topics:

1. Free time activities.

2. General interactions with nature, behaviour towards nature, daily 
perception and assessment 	 of nature.

3. Nature in the residential environment.

4. Observation of nature.

5. Use of nature and natural amenities in the residential area and 
in the city in general: Type of nature, reasons for use, amount of 
time spent in nature, and aesthetic assessments of nature.

6. Use of natural landscapes in the residential 			
environment: Type of area, frequency of use, reasons for use, time, 
means of transport, proposals, notions, requests and preferences.

7. Social background of respondents.
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