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2. Disability as a social construction 

 
Disability is the result of a social 
organization that does not take into 
account people who have different levels 
of functioning. Disability does not entail 
disabled people, but disablement 
environments
 
So, disability is a social construction… 
but capability too! 
 
Capability refers to body dispositions in 
dynamic relation with environments in 
sociocultural contexts 

1. The gap model: disability, universal 
design and technical aids 

 
In this model, disability is interpreted 
like the difference between demands of 
the environment and a person’s 
capabilities 
 

Universal design can reduce ↓ the level 
of function linked to the demands of the 
environment 
 

Technical aids can increase ↑ the level 
of function linked to the person’s 
capabilities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3. Modern Procrustes’ beds 
 
Socially accepted capabilities are those that draw the dispositions of 
the (we call) normative body: e.g. to see, to listen, to walk, to move, 
to understand, etc. 
 

The normative body’s set of capabilities 
determines all environments and lay down 
their functional demands, which all the 
remaining bodies must to adapt themselves 
(Procrustes’ beds) 
 
Therefore, the gap, i.e. disability, really 
express functional distance between 
normative body and (we call) other-bodies 

4. Functional and social distances between bodies 
 
But… functional distance is the consequence of an (a priori) accepted social 
distance between normative body and other-bodies 
 
It is possible to reduce functional distance: universal design + technical 
aids… Which are the strategies that would reduce social distance? 

6. Functional diversity 
 
Functional diversity is defined by considering the expression of all the possible different 
functionalities, not only those carried out more frequently and considered “normal”. Hence, 
functional diversity promote the respect and social acceptance of those carried out less 
frequently functionalities too, habitually linked to the so called “disabled” bodies 
 
Unlike many other valuable and socially accepted human diversities (e.g. ideological, cultural, 
etc.), functional diversity is not considered valuable, thus it is not considered a matter of 
respect, thus it is not considered that the realization of all the possible different functionalities 
(grounded or not on technologies) must be guaranteed 
 
All diversity is expressed by means of differences. Each particular person embodies a different 
way of functioning. Functional diversity is an inherent characteristic of human being and 
human body 

5. Deconstructing the normative body 
 

Adaptative bodies (prosthesis, implants and affordances… redefining capability): Allows the introduction of a new capability into the 
normative body set: the capability of incorporating the necessary elements to carry out the remaining capabilities of the set, i.e. the 
capability to turn a (dis)ability into ability. The body as inscription surface, text that can be written and read. The textual character of the 
body is related with its prosthetic nature 
 
From capability to agency (actor-network theory, ANT): A symmetric interaction approach between body and environment. Reinterpreting 
capabilities of the body in terms of agency. Agency as result of network relations between actants (human and no human): e.g. bodies, 
technical aids, affordances, architects, barriers, politicians, norms, laws, etc. The body as sign with a semiotic content, a network node 
with certain connectivity  
 
From capabilities to functionalities: It is possible to carry out each capability by means of several functionalities: e.g. moving is a 
capability, whereas walking, limping, crawling, walking on hands, using a manual wheelchair or an electric one, using crutches, 
supported in someone’s shoulder, carried in someone’s arms, etc., are functionalities of that moving capability. As normative body is 
shaped by the set of socially accepted capabilities… we must stop looking at capabilities and pay attention directly to the realization of 
the diverse functionalities: Don’t you lie down onto Procrustes’ bed! 


