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Research and Society

hiring, through the CSIC’s Youth Guarantee program, 
of an enthusiastic young woman with a double degree 
in Journalism and Audiovisual Communication. Few 
researchers can singlehandedly manage the entire pro-
cess of publishing research and subsequently adapting 
and publicly disseminating this knowledge to broader 
society. Here, the support of "specialists in popular 
science" plays a key role. 

�roughout these months of the COVID-19 pande-
mic, it has become clear that the current situation of 
social distancing has not been an obstacle, but rather 
an incentive, for the development of science dissemina-
tion activities, promoted by researchers from the CIB 
Margarita Salas with the support of the Research and 
Society Commission, which has shown a remarkable 
capacity to adapt to the current reality through the use 
of available information and communication technolo-
gies. 

Social pressure has reinforced the importance of po-
pular science, the basis of which is access to scienti�c 
knowledge. Here, the concept of “open access” publi-
cation, which has been around for several years, plays 
a crucial role. A recent international study led by the 
Complutense University of Madrid1 found that due to 
social pressure and the commitment of commercial pu-
blishers to the COVID-19 crisis, the percentage of re-
search articles on coronavirus that were open access in 
2020 reaches 91.4%, with the authors from the United 
States and China leading the way.

Here, it is worth highlighting one of the conclusions 
of the Coronavirus Scienti�c Analysis Group, created 
by the ISCIII, which emphasized the importance of ci-
tizen science. �is refers to the generation and develo-
pment of a greater culture of science among society in 
order to directly involve people in the scienti�c process. 

According to Pere Estupinyà and coworkers2, the 
pandemic has radically changed the reality of scienti�c 
journalism and the dissemination of science in general. 
In recent months, scienti�c communicators have beco-

According to Wikipedia, science outreach encom-
passes activities that interpret scienti�c knowledge and 
make it accessible to society; i.e. all actions that bring 
science to people interested in understanding or lear-
ning about it. �us, it is not about generating scienti�c 
knowledge, which is what researchers usually do. Ra-
ther, scienti�c knowledge is the basis for subsequent-
ly interpreting it and making it accessible to society 
through speci�c activities. 

Current sources of science dissemination include 
practically all media formats: television documentaries, 
popular science magazines, articles in generalist news-
papers, informal talks, interviews, etc.

At the beginning of their tenure, the current mana-
gement team of the CIB Margarita Salas, well aware of 
the importance of science communication, oversaw 
the creation of the Research and Society Commission, 
which coordinates all activities aimed at disseminating 
the scienti�c knowledge generated by the Center’s re-
searchers to society at large. �e Commission consists 
of two large interconnected areas: i) �e Web, Social 
Networks and Events; and ii) Seminars and Training. In 
addition, it has promoted and coordinated numerous 
activities, including Open House Days, Science Week 
Workshops, informative talks in bars, and writing of 
these periodic newsletters, which publicize the most 
notable events occurring at the CIB Margarita Salas.

�e Commission is made up of CIB researchers with 
a high level of involvement in science outreach, most 
of whom altruistically dedicate their time and e�ort to 
this work on a voluntary basis. Moreover, some of the 
more active members have complementary training 
in science journalism and communication. In recent 
months, the Commission has grown further with the 
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me �gures of public importance, gaining unprecedented 
attention in the media and social networks. However, 
with this elevated public pro�le come many new cha-
llenges. One such challenge is how to narrate the science 
in detail as it occurs, not a�er it is published. Currently, 
citizens are awaiting news on the experimental phases 
of di�erent vaccine development programmes, and are 
drip-fed news on discoveries relating to the pathophy-
siology of the disease, whether those infected have more 
or less immunity, or whether children are highly conta-
gious or not, etc. �ere is also the issue of "fake news", 
which rapidly goes viral on social networks. Here, the 

scienti�c communicators must act by carefully checking 
and �ltering science-related news. 

We should emerge from this pandemic with a strong 
conviction of the need for a much better organized and 
specialized scienti�c culture, where researchers receive 
the support of communication experts and the tools ne-
cessary to ensure agile transformation of the results of 
their research into news that is understandable to the 
general public and promotes popular science. �is is 
the objective of the current Research and Society Com-
mission of the CIB Margarita Salas, and one we hope to 
achieve with the support and participation of all.

1.Belli, S., Mugnaini, R., Baltà, J. et al. “Coronavirus mapping in scienti�c publications: When science advances rapidly and collectively, is access to this 
knowledge open to society?” Scientometrics (2020). DOI: 10.1007/s11192-020-03590-7

2. Reunión virtual organizado conjuntamente por las Consejerías culturales y cientí�cas y Centros Culturales de España en Argentina, Chile, México y Perú, 
el 6 de agosto de 2020

We are starting a new sec-
tion in our Newsletter, in 
which we will present the 
center scienti�c activity with 
numerical data. We have �rst 
selected European Union 
projects, given the high level 
of competition for these pro-
jects, and because the pur-
pose of the majority of EU 
projects currently funded in 
the CIB Margarita Salas is to 
provide bene�ts to society in 
general. Since 2016 we have 
been awarded 17 projects, re-
presenting an endowment of 
almost €6.5 million. Among 
these are several biotechno-
logy projects for sustainable 
development, focusing on 
topics such as the recovery 
of waste and recycling of po-
llutants: production of biofuel 
and bioplastics through waste fermentation; biodegra-
dation of plastics; use of agricultural residues to manu-
facture construction materials; and, taking a broader 
perspective, the improvement and design of biotechno-
logical processes based on the circular economy princi-
ple. �e biomedical projects seek to develop solutions 
for pressing health problems such as decreasing the 
toxicity of some anticancer agents; studying how aging 

a�ects blood cell renewal; improving processes for the 
development of new drugs; and, more generally, cha-
racterizing the basic cellular processes involved in the 
development of the disease. 

�e participation of CIB Margarita Salas researchers 
in European calls is proof of our commitment to socie-
ty and our determination to direct our research e�orts 
towards the Biology for Global Well-being.

European projects granted to the CIB Margarita Salas since 2016


