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Introduction:	#pubarchMED	and	the	role	of	Mediterranean	
public	archaeology	in	the	global	discourse	
One of the strategic lines of #pubarchMED as a project focused on the need to value the 
outstanding work conducted in the Mediterranean, both on archaeological heritage 
management and public archaeology. 

As a premise, over a century of a challenging management of some of the most outstanding 
archaeological heritage in the world, brought some tools that have been mostly ignored by 
mainstream academic practice, lately controlled by the Anglo-Saxon sphere. This criticism seems 
harsh but looking at the bibliographies of the most cited works in the topic can offer an idea. 
We did so, and the results will be published soon. 

Meanwhile, we aimed to collect a large sample of current research and practice on 
archaeological heritage management and public archaeology happening in the Mediterranean. 
Only focusing on largely known publications and some of the main languages used —and 
understood by us— (English, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, French) brought a first edition with 
over one thousand references, most of them by Mediterranean authors. Most of them poorly 
quoted besides their quality. Further work, specially delving into other languages too, will 
probably multiply the number of references collected, hopefully their impact. 

Therefore, making this bibliography available aims to offer an easy tool for researchers to know 
and value the work conducted in this region of the world. We could do the same with other 
peripheral regions with similar outcomes. 

Lately, the call to decolonise archaeology from Anglo-Saxon academic environments, following 
mainly the outrage of the Black Lives Matter movement in the last years, as well as other 
indigenous fights especially in the Americas and Australia, forgets one simple fact that has been 
in place since the beginning of archaeological practice: the Mediterranean has been colonised 
too. 

Foreign schools working in most Mediterranean countries since the late 19th Century, 
Mediterranean scholars emigrating to the North due to the lack of opportunities home, and a 
smooth imposing of a neoliberal way of research and dissemination controlled by private Anglo-
Saxon conglomerates. A set of circumstances that add to the “language issue” by which anything 
not published in English hardly exists, even for people working in countries where English is not 
the first language (recognising that we use —this report as proof— English as a vehicular 
tongue). 
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Furthermore, there is another level to this, even within the Mediterranean. The European side 
had a colonial force over North Africa that still can be sensed. The differences in practice 
between the different regions of the Mediterranean are huge, and the tradition they feed from 
can be noticed both in practice and in word. 

All this deserves further analysis far from what we accomplished here, but I guess this 
bibliography can work as a first step towards it. 

About	the	bibliography	
This report aims to introduce the first (and subsequent) version(s) of the Bibliography of Public 
Archaeology and Archaeological Heritage Management in the Mediterranean. Created from 
#pubarchMED but aimed as a collaborative tool that can grow and be of use for researchers 
interested in the topic. 

Strongly supporting open data, the files are available in the web of the project (with more 
updates) and in the repository of the institution, DIGITAL CSIC (for the consolidated full 
versions). Links can be found below. We encourage everyone to use it, following the rules for 
use that we will explain below. 

 

Methodology	

The first set of references was collected by Pedro Suárez-López and answers to the results of a 
pilot study on the colonisation of academic public archaeology that analysed the works and 
references of some major publications. The results will be published in 2021. 

These publications were: 

- Full series of the journal Public Archaeology 
- Public Archaeology (Merriman, 2004) 
- New Perspectives in Global Public Archaeology (Okamura and Matsuda, 2011) 
- Oxford Handbook of Public Archaeology (Skeats, McDavid and Carman, 2012) 
- Key Concepts in Public Archaeology (Moshenska, 2017) 

In order to collect the references, all pieces published by Mediterranean authors, or being about 
the Mediterranean, were selected. Afterwards, those referenced in their bibliographies too. We 
did only one level, as the original goal of that work was to analyse the aforementioned 
publications. 

The second set of references, collected by me, respond to the library work conducted at UCL 
during my first placement for the project in fall-spring 2017-2018, plus a last search on major 
publications these last weeks. 

After a long consideration, I thought Zotero could be a good option. Its free version allows for 
sufficient storage and collaborative libraries, which was one of the aims for this effort. The 
possibility of exporting the library in different formats made it flexible, and not needing a 
subscription made it accessible. For as long as these circumstances continue, the platform will 
be kept. 

Then, in order to disseminate the bibliography, there were two options: links to materials and 
access to the online platform. Both suited enough. However, the project’s web page only allows 
pdf format, so use of data is more difficult. Therefore, the digital repository of CSIC will offer 
access to consolidated libraries in different formats, so people can access them with more ease. 
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Direct access will be provided to the full version, but the library has been organised in collections 
by country plus a general folder for those works that are theoretical, general or cover different 
countries. In the case of needing more specific data, it will be better to download the last 
consolidated version and select then. 

The topics gathered in the bibliography are: 

- Archaeological heritage management: Trying to avoid very technical works of 
conservation, but not closed to them. Mainly interested in legislation, practice, strategic 
planning, the profession, etc. 

- Public archaeology: In the widest sense of the concept. Then, from community practice, 
outreach and education or the social image of the past, to the politics of heritage, 
economy issues and some theoretical approaches. 

Use	

This bibliography is meant to be used. There is no sense in having a huge set of references for 
nothing. Researchers, practitioners or any other interested individual are welcome both to use 
and collaborate. 

To USE the bibliography there are many different ways depending on the skills of the user. 

- PDF: The basic format offers a full list of references in APA citing style. Anyone can just 
have that pdf as reference to review and use any of the works in the list. However, it will 
have to be done by hand. 

- Exportable formats: Using any of the exportable formats for some of the major 
reference managers in the market, allows to go beyond the traditional list and adapt the 
bibliography to different styles. There are even plug-ins for word processors to 
automatise the process. 

Those basic materials are available online. 

There is no need to quote the source of the bibliography, as this has just been an altruist 
compilation. However, we would be happy to hear from you. And if you can provide new 
references to add, more. 

Therefore, collaborate! 

 

Collaboration	

To COLLABORATE with the bibliography, there are two ways: 

- Offline: You are using it and realise there are certain works missing. Just let us know. 
You can email me at jaime.almansa-sanchez@incipit.csic.es and propose those 
references so we can add them to the database. 

- Online: You become part of the team in the online group on Zotero. You will have full 
access to the database but must follow strict rules on content. If not, you will be 
expelled. 

For the second option we will value colleagues that speak different languages and can enrich 
the database with local works. However, we believe is a big responsibility and don’t want to 
force anyone to do it. 

If you are just interested in using it, download the files to your computer and use the offline 
method if you want to propose something. 
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Version	1	

The first version uploaded has a total of 1009 references. 

By folder, they sum: 

- General: 138 
- Albania: 24 
- Algeria: 16 
- Andorra: 0 
- Bosnia and Herzegovina: 6 
- Bulgaria: 6 
- Croatia: 4 
- Cyprus: 10 
- Egypt: 46 
- France: 29 
- Gibraltar: 0 
- Greece: 98 
- Israel: 28 
- Italy: 103 
- Jordan: 42 
- Kosovo: 2 
- Lebanon: 3 
- Libya: 4 
- Malta: 11 
- Monaco: 0 
- Montenegro: 0 
- Morocco: 15 
- North Cyprus: 5 
- North Macedonia: 2 
- Palestine: 39 
- Portugal: 62 
- San Marino: 0 
- Serbia: 2 
- Slovenia: 2 
- Spain: 234 
- Syria: 9 
- Tunisia: 13 
- Turkey: 53 
- Vatican City: 0 

This is just a first approach to the real amount of work done in the region. Scratching the surface. 
Further updates will delve into some of the countries more thoroughly and we hope with your 
help, it will become a major tool for research and practice in public archaeology and 
archaeological heritage management. 
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If you did not get to this report through DIGITAL CSIC, get more information on the project on: 

Web: http://pubarchmed.tdjp.es  

DIGITAL CSIC profile: https://digital.csic.es/cris/project/pj00216  


