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Objective 1 of the 2018 Species Action Plan for the European Turtle Dove Streptopelia 
turtur is to provide/maintain good quality habitats on the breeding grounds. Turtle Dove 
is listed as a farmland specialist across Europe (EBCC); in Spain, it is considered typical of 
areas that mix woodland and hedges with crops; in Portugal, it is classed as a woodland 
species, while in Morocco, it is considered typical of orchard areas within farmland. 

We carried out a literature review (including scientific papers and unpublished reports) to 
typify the key habitat associations of Turtle Dove across different spatial scales across its 
wide range. On a European scale, Turtle Dove distribution is mainly dictated by latitude, 
annual temperature and features linked to tree cover and to the presence of humans (-) 
and water ( ) [new European Breeding Bird Atlas EBBA2].

Turtle Dove abundance associations were mostly to woodland structure rather than to 
woodland type; low-density open canopy formations with no understorey were the 
preferred arrangement. This often occurs under management for sylvopasture (dehesa/
montado in Iberia, bocage in France) and for fruit production (orchards), as well as in big-
game hunting estates and as a measure against wildfires in woodland areas.

At landscape scale, ongoing studies in Iberia suggest that Turtle Dove populations declined 
less or even increased where land cover was dominated by some farmland land uses, 
whereas they declined most severely in areas dominated by certain types of woodland. 
At the local scale, the presence of features like tree lines (hedgerows), water points, 
bare ground, uncultivated field margins and a varied mix of natural and grown seeds 
benefitted Turtle Doves. Conversely, the species tended to avoid very open countryside 
and grasslands, especially when wet, as well as areas of dense vegetation.

Nest sites may occur in shrubs, but they occur more frequently on trees; there was 
geographical variation in Turtle Dove preferences for substrate and location, possibly 
reflecting local differences in tree availability as well as in the composition of the predator 
guild (and this, in turn, high adaptability in the species). 

Significant negative changes have occurred in the landscapes since the 1990s ? loss of trees 
or hedges in cultivated land, and abandonment of low-intensity farming with widespread 
encroachment of vegetation in less productive areas, including woodland. Several 
management measures have been proven to benefit Turtle Doves, like forest clearing and 
thinning, treatment of field margins and the provision of water points. There is no evidence 
of the potential impact of predator control on Turtle Dove populations.

In conclusion, targeted conservation management for Turtle Doves should ensure the 
appropriate mixture of trees and open areas as well as the maintenance of key benefitting 
features in the landscape.


