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The next Aquatic Sciences Meeting will be held in Palma de Mallorca, Spain. We anticipate 
that the topic “Aquatic Sciences for a Sustainable Future: Nurturing Cooperation” and the 
location of the meeting will incite researchers from all continents working in all aquatic fields 
to come over, communicate, interact and share. While attending the meeting for the 
stimulating science, one has the opportunity to enjoy the astounding beauty of Mallorca, the 
larger island of the Balearics archipelago, located about 200 km (~125 miles) off the mainland 
Spain. The archipelago is bathed by the transparent waters of the Mediterranean sea, 
harbouring some of the best preserved endemic Posidonia oceanica seagrass meadows (Fig. 
1) including those declared as UNESCO World Heritage between Ibiza and Formentera. The 
small Cabrera Archipelago, off the coast of Mallorca, was the first declared “Sea and Land 
National Park” in Spain, and shelters a diversity of sea life, including the last Spanish 
catalogued specimens of the highly-endangered pen shell, Pinna nobilis (Fig. 1).  
 
Along the coasts of Mallorca are sandy, pebble and rocky beaches with turquoise waters (Fig. 
2), nestled between cliffs or surrounded by the astonishing Serra de Tramuntana, a UNESCO 
World Heritage spanning the northwestern coast. Travelling through the scenic coastal road 
from the Serra, one can make stop-overs in beautiful mountain villages such as Valldemossa 
and Deià where world renowned artists such as Frederick Chopin and Robert Graves, 
captivated by the island, were hosted. One can also go on hiking excursions through amazing 
gorges, such as Torrent de Pareis and Sa Calobra (Fig. 2), and enjoy other privileged 
sightseeing spots in the mountains, such as the estates of the former Archduke Ludwig 
Salvator of Austria. A singular journey through the spectacular Serra landscapes can be made 
with the vintage wooden train that connects Palma to Sóller village, where one can visit the 
emblematic Natural History Museum and Botanic Garden and learn about this Mediterranean 
archipelago’s fauna and flora.  
 
The Serra also boasts two embayments (Gorg Blau and Cúber), the largest freshwater bodies 
in Mallorca. Numerous underground streams and lakes form in the calcareous terrain of the 
island, some sculpturing impressive cave systems such as the Drach and Campanet caves. The 
largest wetlands in Mallorca are in the protected areas of Albufera de Alcudia and Albufereta 
de Pollença, a natural stop for migrating birds between north of Europe and Africa.  
 
Through an extended stay or early arrival, the other islands from the archipelago can be 
visited, each one with its own character. Menorca, declared a UNESCO Biosphere reserve, is 
a quiet island with well-preserved natural and cultural facets; Ibiza, known for its party 
atmosphere in summer, is also known for its white charming constructions, hippie culture and 



enchanting sunsets; and Formentera, the island off Ibiza is famous for its beautiful pristine 
white sand beaches. 
 
We hope that the exciting science and topic of the meeting will incite one´s scientific interest 
and creativity, while the natural land and sea wonders that can be explored, before and after 
the intense scientific sessions, will complete an unforgettable meeting. Mark your calendar!  
 
Fig. 1. Lush Posidonia oceanica meadows provide shelter for numerous animals, including 
endangered species like Pinna nobilis. 
Fig. 2. Coasts of Mallorca with captivating beaches and incredibly transparent waters. 
  


