
Zariquiey: A tribute to two great scientists and their legacies 

Ricardo Zariquiey Cenarro and his son, Ricardo Zariquiey Álvarez, were paediatricians who devoted 
their free time to a shared passion, the study of deep hypogeal beetles (Coleoptera, Insecta) and 
decapods (Crustacea). This communication is a tribute to the scientific careers of these two 
eminent zoologists who bequeathed two important reference collections. 
  

 
 
 

In 1945, after his father's death, RZA continued his studies of Spanish 
decapod fauna achieving the description of a total of 10 new species. 
He contributed to the creation in the 1950s of the group of 
carcinologists composed by Dr. Isabella Gordon, Dr. Theodore Monod,  
Dr. Jacques Forest and Dr. Lipke B. Holthuis. In 1953 Dr. I. Gordon 
named the new genus and species, Sirpus zariquieyi, collected in 
Cadaqués, as an acknowledgement to the work of RZA and his father. 

 

Around 1960 RZA donated his collection to the Institute 
of Marine Sciences in Barcelona, which contained more 
than 20,000 specimens and 470 type specimens. 
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In 1920 RZA together with his father developed a profound knowledge of the 
hypogean coleopteran group of Leodidae: Bathyscinae of Spain.   
1923–1950 RZA wrote more than 40 publications,  including the  description 
of 18 new taxa. He created the basis of one of the best collections of 
hypogean Coleoptera fauna in Europe. 
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1917 RZC became fascinated by biospeleology and cave-dwelling 
Coleoptera, in particular.  
 

1934-1942 RZC became interested in decapod Crustacea. 
Between 1935  and 1942 he published papers and amassed an 
extensive decapod collection. 
 

In 1960 RZA donated his collection of hypogean 
Coleoptera to the Natural Sciences Museum of 
Barcelona, which contained more than 10,125 specimens 
with 48 type specimens, representing  12 new taxa 
described by RZA . 
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Both Zariquiey amassed one of the best collections of hypogean Coleoptera and Mediterranean Decapoda. 

In 1968 a posthumous work of 
RZA, “Crustáceos Decápodos 
Ibéricos” was published, which is 
still currently in wide use. 
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