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Pea (Pisum sativum L.) and common bean (Phaseolus vulgaris L.) are collec-
tively known as cool and warm season food legumes, respectively. Both le-
gumes have a wide variety of uses from dry pulses to succulent fresh peas and 
edible podded types. The richness of the cultural values found in the Iberian 
Peninsula communities is integrated by a varied diversity of genetic resourc-
es, the development of a sustainable agriculture, and the conservation of the 
farmer’s own seeds. Local agriculture is a family economic activity, in which 
traditional varieties of vegetable bean and pea landraces are highly appreciated 
for their flavour, colour and aromas. However, social, economic and environ-
mental factors have an effect on crop diversity conservation. The main aim of 
this work was to maintain and recovery a representative collection of tradition-
al crop genetic resources of snow, sugar snap, garden and tear peas, and pole, 
dwarf, green, purple and wax beans, so that both the formal breeding sector 
and the farmers can make use of the diversity of this collection. Discriminant 
analysis showed that quality traits were the most important variables account-
ing for 98 % of the variance. The results showed wide variation in the edible 
properties of the different pea and bean types, suggesting possible variation 
in suitability for various end-use products. We develop improved vegetable 
varieties on bean and pea types by using a combination of traditional plant 
breeding techniques combined with genomics and bioinformatics tools.
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