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Final Summary 
 
Encontro da arqueoloxía galega: a profesión arqueolóxica e o futuro.  
 
Activity coordinated by Árbore Arqueoloxía in collaboration with Consello da Cultura 
Galega and Incipit.  
Rebeca Blanco-Rotea, representing the host institution, presented the session. Elena 
Taboada, representing Árbore, introduced the speakers and explained how the session 
would work. 
 
- Gerry Wait from the “Chartered Institute for Archaeologist” CIfA. 
CIfA is the main organization for professional archaeologists in U.K. Since 1982. Their 
main objective is to stablish professional standards of quality in archaeological work.  
In 2018 it will be mandatory to be accredited by CIfA to work in U.K: 
They understand professionalism as “doing archaeology well”. Professionalism doesn’t 
mean to be a paid-archaeologist, nor have a certain university degree, it is not linked 
to the time working as archaeologist…  
CIfA have a code of professional conduct and members need to subscript this code, 
they stablish some conditions for membership, they have to demonstrate competence, 
continue their education, they may be judged in a disciplinary process by peers. In 
doing that they promote discipline development and also protect the public. 
CIfA is different from a trade union. They want their members to be well paid and in 
good working conditions, but they do not defend labor rights.  



 

In accrediting their members and recognizing professionalism, they improve 
archaeologist careers and attract new people into archaeology.  
They check abilities such as knowledge, autonomy, coping with complexity and 
perception of context.  
There are different categories: practitioner, associate and member.  
 
- Miguel Lago from the APA (Asociation of Professional Archaeology. Portugal). Era-
Arqueologia.  
 
The situation of Portuguese Archaeology is totally different of the panorama presented 
by CIfA.  
In short Portuguese archaeology is controlled by the state or the central 
administration. Requirements to exercise are stablished by the administration 
hierarchically.  
The archaeological practice is linked to the possession of an academic certificate. Only 
those who have a master’s or PhD can lead an excavation.  
A large part of the archaeological work is developed by companies. 
ERA-Arqueologia is a big company in which Miguel works, and he argues that 
Portuguese administration exerts a repressive role on companies. 
In addition, he presented an scenario of total separation between the business context 
and the academy. The state is not interested or compromised with investigation. This 
situation limits the production of archaeological knowledge in Portugal.  
There is no ethical code or quality standards stablished by peers.  
Miguel argued that the APA professional archaeology association did not work as it 
offered no advantage for their members. On the other hand he suggested to his 
colleagues of APA to join the CIfA. 
Finally Miguel proposed the president of the EAA, to promote an exchange of 
experiences in different European countries to know different professional models. 
- Working group and participative diagnostic.  
Organizers gave us instructions for a participative diagnostic of the situation of 
archaeology in Galicia. 
4 posters on the wall:  Archeology, research, administration, society. 
We had red stickers to say negative things and blue ones for good or positive 
comments.  
When we finished with the stickers we worked in groups of our interest around each 
poster.   
The idea was to organize the comments identifying: Main Achievements, main 
challenges, key concepts, synthesis.  
Finally each group presented its main ideas and Árbore will analyze the results and 
publish them.  
 
 
 


