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Phytoplankton taxonomists at work!

The Marine Institute, Ireland, in con-
junction with the IOC Science and Com-
munications Centre on Harmful Algae 
in Copenhagen, Denmark organised 
the 2015 BEQUALM Marine Phytoplank-
ton Intercomparison Exercise three day 
workshop in the Danhostel, Hillerød, 
Denmark, 9th-11th November 2015. 
There were approximately 20 attendees 
from different laboratories from across 
Europe and Asia at the workshop this 
year (a full house). Lectures on the gen-
era Prorocentrum and Protoperidinium 
were presented by Jacob Larsen as well 
as updates on nomenclatural changes, 
including the name change from Cera-
tium to Tripos and the latest changes 
under discussion about the Alexan-
drium genus. Nina Lundholm also gave 
two lectures focussing on the genus 
Pseudo-nitzschia reviewing all the new 
toxic species recently described and 
also taxonomic developments in the ge-

Fig. 1. Jacob Larsen lecturing at the BEQUALM workshop

nus Chaetoceros. We are very grateful to 
have such an excellent quality lecturers 
at the workshop. Thanks also to Eileen 
Bresnan from Marine Scotland for her 
talk on carbonate chemistry and ocean 
acidification and Paula Hynes, Marine 
Institute for her talk on harmful algal 

bloom forecasting through the ASI-
MUTH project and its HAB bulletins. 

Author
Rafael Salas, Marine Institute, Rinville, 
 Oranmore, Co. Galway, Ireland

Email: Rafael.salas@marine.ie

IOC-SCOR GlobalHAB Steering Meeting, Oban, UK  
8-10 March 2016

GlobalHAB, the new joint IOC-SCOR pro-
gramme, will be launched in 2016, with 
financial support from the U.S. National 
Science Foundation (through SCOR) 
and from IOC. The overall goal of the 
new programme is to foster activities 
to stimulate the scientific advance for 
a better understanding of harmful algal 
blooms and to contribute to mitigate 
their impacts. GlobalHAB will address 
and build upon the most relevant objec-
tives identified by the preceding GEO-
HAB programme and will incorporate 
new pressing issues that face the in-
ternational harmful algal bloom (HAB) 
science community. GlobalHAB will also 
take into consideration recommenda-
tions posed by the international com-
munity to make the new programme 
relevant to contemporary and future 
research, funding, and management 
priorities, continuing to provide an in-
ternational approach based on science. 

The members of the GlobalHAB SSC 
are Elisa Berdalet (Chair), Neil Banas, 
Michele Burford, Chris Gobler, Bengt 
Karlson, Raphael Kudela, Po Teen Lim, 
Lincoln Mackenzie, Marina Montresor 
and Kedong Yin. The first meeting of the 
Scientific Steering Committee of Global-
HAB will be host by Keith Davidson at 
the Scottish Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS) in Oban (UK) on 8-10 
March, 2016. In this first meeting, the 
SSC will design the general plan of the 
programme over the next decade, and 
map out specific activities for the next 
three years. The worldwide HAB re-
search community is invited to actively 
engage in this project. 
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