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Programme development: 2013-2015 trends 

CSIC has been supporting open access 
publications since 2008. In most cases, 
institutional agreements cover the 
whole or part of fees to publish in 
100% open access journals or, to a 
lesser extent, in hybrid journals. 
DIGITAL.CSIC plays an active role in 
facilitating that CSIC authors benefit 
from the programme, by informing 
about how to apply, giving advice on 
choosing open access licenses and 
double-checking that authors are 
eligible to participate in the 
programme.  

The programme has extended rapidly over the last 2 years. Since 2014 there has been a gradual 
diversification of publishers with whom CSIC has signed agreements and, as a result, a growing number of 
researchers with different scientific backgrounds may benefit from the programme. More articles are 
published under this framework every year.  
 
2014 marked the beginning of CSIC participation in SCOAP3 initiative, which has yielded almost 700 CSIC 
articles in Physics in 2 years. Institutional support to publish in MDPI journals has also been widely used 
amongst researchers and the volume of articles published in 2015 almost doubled that of 2014. Last but 
not least, compared to 2014 data, in 2015 more CSIC articles were also published in BMC/SpringerOpen 
journals, and a slight positive curve was also observed as to usage of Royal Society of Chemistry vouchers.  

In this last regard, it is important to note that as a prerequisite CSIC authors who wish to ask for this 
financial support must have a minimum of 5 open access works, regardless of output type, available 
through the repository. In addition, funded authors also commit themselves to adding their outputs 
produced in the last 3 years in DIGITAL.CSIC at a second stage. Most authors resort to the mediated 
archiving service to meet this obligation.          



Associated metadata in DIGITAL.CSIC 

Benefitting authors are requested to include a 
mention to CSIC Open Access Publishing Fund 
in the acknowledgements of their funded 
articles. DIGITAL.CSIC codifies this information 
in its funder and programmes metadata to 
facilitate tracking and analysis.      

Most popular journals participating in the institutional programme 

CSIC authors often resort to this institutional programme 
in order to comply with open access mandates when their 
projects have not budgeted open access publishing fees. 
Otherwise, preference to publish in open access mostly 
stems from prestige and impact factor of the selected 
journal  



CSIC researchers engaging with the open access green route 

As part of the programme, DIGITAL.CSIC team and CSIC libraries follow up with funded authors to help 
them make their recent outputs available in open access after the publication of their supported articles. 
This is one main path for content rise in the repository and works as an effective means for CSIC 
researchers to get better acquainted with the benefits of the open access green route, too.    

Taking the most of FP7 Post-Grant Pilot Project 

In 2015 the European Commission launched a pilot project to fund open access publications for finalized 
FP7 projects. This project is coordinated by the European Research Libraries Network LIBER and 
DIGITAL.CSIC offers an intermediation and promotion role for institutional authors wishing to benefit.   

First project results in 2015 highlighted how well CSIC authors fared and statistics showed that CSIC 
ranked first in the TOP10 classification of funds requests per organization across Europe.  
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