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Abstract. This paper describes a low power hardware implementation of the 

Trivium stream cipher based on shift register parallelization techniques. The de-

sign was simulated with Modelsim, and synthesized with Synopsys in three 

CMOS technologies with different gate lengths: 180nm, 130nm and 90 nm. The 

aim of this paper is to evaluate the suitability of this technique and compare the 

power consumption and the core area of the low power and standard implemen-

tations. The results show that the application of the technique reduces power 

consumption by more than 20% with only a slight penalty in area and operating 

frequency. 

  

1 Introduction 

 

Cryptography provides techniques, mechanisms and tools for secure private com-

munication and authentication on Internet and other open networks. It is almost cer-

tain that in the coming years every bit of information flowing through a network of 

any kind will have to be encrypted and decrypted. All devices connected to a network 

should therefore incorporate mechanisms that implement cryptographic functions to 

ensure safe transfers. With this in mind, it is necessary to design and implement 

hardware structures which are suitably efficient in terms of area, operating frequency 

and power consumption. An additional challenge is that implementations must be 

constructed to withstand cryptographic attacks launched against them by adversaries 

who have access to both primary channels (communication) and secondary channels 

(power consumption, electromagnetic radiation, etc.). 

Cryptographic algorithms are either symmetrical - those based on the existence of a 

secret key - or asymmetric - those based on the existence of pairs of public and pri-

vate keys. Both types play important roles in current applications. Public key-based 

cryptography was invented by Diffie and Hellman in 1976 [1]. Asymmetric algo-

rithms use a different key to encrypt and decrypt (a public key and private key). The 

public key can be known to all, while the private key is known only by the receiver of 

the message. The message is encrypted using the public key and can only be de-

crypted using the corresponding private key. With this type of cryptography there are 



no problems with key distribution, but the high complexity of the algorithms requires 

large computing resources and hardware solutions are complex and involve high 

power consumption. 

In private key-based cryptography, the key for encrypting and decrypting is the 

same and it is secret. Private key-based algorithms can be divided into two groups: 

block ciphers and stream ciphers. Block ciphers encrypt blocks of data of fixed length 

while stream ciphers encrypt an amount of data of arbitrary length. These types of 

algorithms are problematic in that the keys must be distributed between the sender 

and the receiver. However, they have the advantage that they are fast and their im-

plementations are simple, so they are used both to encrypt and to decrypt large 

amounts of data, as in applications requiring low-complexity algorithms (for example 

short range wireless encryptions). From the hardware point of view, the resulting 

implementations are of very low complexity. This makes them ideal for portable de-

vices with low computing capacity and very high power consumption restrictions. 

These needs led the European Union to launch an initiative known as eSTREAM 

[2][10], proposing new stream ciphers which, in both software and hardware, would 

meet current needs in the field of stream ciphers. The initiative has now identified and 

published four new algorithms specially designed for implementation in software 

(HC-128, Rabbit, Salsa 20/12 and Sosemanuk) and three designed to give optimal 

performance in hardware (Grain, Mickey and Trivium)[3]. 

Secure data transfers are also becoming increasingly necessary on devices with low 

computing capacity and which also require low power consumption. For these devices 

the best option is to use secret key cryptographic algorithms. Of all the possible algo-

rithms available we have chosen the Trivium stream cipher, because it is endorsed by 

the eSTREAM project and is simple to implement. Furthermore, power consumption 

can readily be reduced in its architecture  through the technique of logical shift regis-

ter parallelization. With this technique we have obtained implementations with more 

than a 20% drop in power consumption and virtually no losing performance. 

This paper is organized as follow. Section 2 briefly describes the specification al-

gorithm, Trivium. In section 3  the low power implementation is described, showing 

the synthesis and power consumption reports and comparing them with the standard 

version. Finally, Section 5 concludes the paper. 

2 Trivium Specification 

Trivium is a synchronous stream cipher designed to generate up to 2
64

 bits of key 

stream from an 80-bit secret key and an 80-bit Initialization Vector (IV). The archi-

tecture of this cipher is based on a 288-bit cyclic shift register accompanied by an 

array of combinational logic (AND, OR and exclusive-or) to provide its feedback 

[4][10]. 

Firstly the cipher’s 288-bit internal state is initialized using the secret key and the 

initial value, which are loaded into the internal state register. The state is then updated 

four times 288 without producing key stream bits. This is summarized in the VHDL 

code below: 



state(92 downto 0) <= X"0"  & key; -- first register 

state1(76 downto 93) <= X"0" & iv; -- second register 

state(287 downto 177) <= "111" & X"0"; -- third register 

 

state(92 downto 0) <= state(91 downto 0) & t3 

state(176 downto 93) <= state(175 downto 93) & t1; 

state(287 downto 177) <= state(286 downto 177) & t2; 

After that, the key stream generation consists mainly of an iterative process which 

updates some bits in the state register with logic operations to generate one bit of key 

stream. The VHDL code description is given by the following lines: 

k1 <= state(65) XOR state(92); 

k2 <= state(161) XOR state(176); 

k3 <= state(242) XOR state(287); 

 

a1 <= state(90) AND state(91); 

a2 <= state(174) AND state(175); 

a3 <= state(285) AND state(286); 

 

t1 <= k1 XOR a1 XOR state(170); 

t2 <= k2 XOR a2 XOR state(263); 

t3 <= k3 XOR a3 XOR state(68); 

 

keystream <= k1 XOR k2 XOR k3; 

The schematic representation of the Trivium radix-1 algorithm (which outputs one 

key stream bit in every clock cycle) consists of three circular shift registers of differ-

ent lengths and any combinational logic to perform the addition (exclusive-or cells) 

and multiplication (and cells) operations as the schematic representation version 

shown in fig.1. The length of each shift register is different; the first register has 93 

bits, the second 83 bits and the third 111 bits. The key stream is the result of exclu-

sive-or operations on some bits in the shift register [9]. 

The main cost (area and power) of this implementation is in the registers. Trivium 

radix-1 is a good choice for evaluating the validity of the power reduction technique. 

Other radix versions allow fast, power-efficient implementations with the same num-

ber of storage elements but involve more combinational logic and more complex de-

signs [4]. 
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Fig. 1. Trivium schematic representation. 

3 Power reduction in Trivium by Logic parallelization 

The Trivium low power implementation presented here is based on shift register 

logic parallelization [5], [6], [7]. The main idea of this technique is to divide a shift 

register in two, each half-length being like the original. During shift register opera-

tion, the data coming in even cycles is stored in one register and that arriving in odd 

cycles is stored in the other. One of the registers is called the “even register” and the 

other the “odd register”. In this way, the clock which triggers the loading of each of 

these registers has a frequency which is half the original frequency. 

Figure 2 graphically shows the structure of the register division. The odd group is 

synchronized with the clock rise time, while the even group is synchronized with the 

clock fall time. In every clock cycle each shift register stores a new bit and places 

another bit in its most significant position. Of the most significant bits supplied by the 

registers even and odd bit must be selected that provides the output. To do so, a mul-

tiplexer is used, controlled by the clock signal of the registers. 

Power reduction is achieved because in each clock cycle only half of the data is 

shifted. Thus, each piece of data has to pass through half the number of flip-flops to 

reach the output. However, it is necessary to introduce additional circuitry to divide 

the clock, and a multiplexer to select the data in the output. This technique is therefore 

especially effective in reducing power consumption in medium-sized or large shift 

registers. 
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Fig. 2. Parallel Shift Register. 

The application of this technique to the Trivium implementation requires some 

modifications. Firstly, as shown in Fig.1, the Trivium implementation has three dif-

ferent circular shift registers. With the parallelization technique these are separated 

into six shift registers, as is shown in Fig 3. Each shift register is divided into an odd 

and even shift register with half bits. The length of each shift register is indicated in 

the figure inside the register. 

Secondly, generation both of the input bits in each of the shift registers and the 

output bits depends on the bits stored in different positions in the shift registers. These 

positions, depending in turn on the clock cycle, will match a bit set in the even or in 

the odd register. It is therefore necessary to introduce a logic that allows these bits to 

be selected correctly. 

REG<0:92> REG<93:176> REG<177:287>

REG<0:287>
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Fig. 3. Even and odd shift registers. 

 

As shown in Fig. 4, this logic basically means introducing multiplexers which, us-

ing the clock signal as the selection signal, will select the bit to be taken from the shift 

register. 

Thirdly, in the first clock cycles both the key and initialization vector must be 

loaded in parallel. In this implementation, the load must be maintained in parallel, but 

taking into account that the even registers are loaded with the rising edge and the odd 

registers are loaded with the falling edge of a clock with half the frequency of the 

original clock. To solve this loading problem we decided to use two clock cycles, 



with the even registers being loaded in the first cycle and  the odd registers being 

loaded in the second. 
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Fig. 4. Schematic of Low Power Trivium implementation. 

 

Other low power Trivium implementations of were described beforehand. The im-

plementation described in [8] uses a clock gating technique and a radix-16 datapath. 

Although the clock gating technique is widely used, it is not very useful when applied 

to shift registers. In fact, in this article no data comparisons between low power and 

standard implementations are shown. 

 

3.1 Trivium implementations 

The low-power and standard versions of Trivium were described and designed us-

ing VHSIC Hardware Description Language (VHDL). The resulting implementations 

were verified using the Mentor Graphics ModelSim simulation environment, with test 

vectors using a key presented in the reference files of Trivium [2]. The technologies 

used were CMOS 180 nm, 130 nm and 90 nm. The standard version of Trivium was 

also implemented, so the results obtained by both implementations can be compared. 

The timing and area reports for the low power (LP) and standard (TRIV) versions  

provided by the Design Vision synthesis tool are shown in Table 1. The timing and 

area data depends on the standard cell library of each technology. Our aim is not to 



compare the results of the three technologies, but to check that a significant reduction 

in power consumption is achieved in them. 

The low power version uses more standard cells (4-7%) than the standard version, 

although the number of cells decreases when the technology is smaller. This is be-

cause the synthesis tool chooses the cells from the cells available in the library, and 

the libraries are different in the three technologies. The non-combinational logic area 

must be quite similar in both designs, because the number of flip-flops do not change 

(only the flip-flops for the clock division are introduced). But in 130 and 90 nm the 

synthesizer uses different flip-flops, with less area in the low power version than in 

the standard version, so the non-combinational area is similar or less. In conclusion, 

when the technology decreases the gate size the cell count rises slightly by 6.6% in 

180nm and by 3.5% in 90 nm in the low power version and the cell area penalty is not 

as huge as might be expected since the cell area increases by 6.4% in 180 nm and by 

2.2% in 130nm but decreases by 0.6% when the technology is 90nm because it uses 

flip-flops with less area from the technology library. 

With respect to delay, table 1 shows that both implementations achieve the 40 ns re-

striction imposed on the clock. The multiplexer delay slows the low power implemen-

tation down slightly in comparison with the standard implementation. 

Table 1. Synthesis Report. 

 

3.2 Power Consumption 

Power consumption in the design was calculated with Synopsys tools and a switch-

ing activity file in SAIF (switching activity interchange format) format, generated 

with simulations in Modelsim with typical case timing analysis for a desired clock 

rate of 20 MHz. Power modelling was performed using the typical foundry values for 

each process. 

Power dissipated can be divided in the Synopsys´s report into cell leakage (static) 

and dynamic power. Static power is the power consumed by a gate when it is not 

switching. It is caused by currents that flow through the transistors when they are 

turned off and it mainly depends on the size of the circuit. Dynamic power is the 

power dissipated when the circuit is active. Dynamic power is further divided into net 

switching power and cell internal power. 

 

Report 

180nm 130nm 90nm 

TRIV LP TRIV LP TRIV LP 

 

Timing(ns) 

Critical Path Length  2.72 1.08 2.20 0.34 1.35 0.18 

Critical Path Slack  37.19 38.86 37.60  39.50  38.58 39.73 

Critical Path Clk Period  40.00 

Cell Count 604 644 608 637 602 623 

 

Area(m2) 

Combinational Area 8265 8634 2724 3401 1747 2191 

Noncombinational Area 14694 15795 9677 9281 5644 5154 

Cell Area 22959 24429 12401 12682 7392 7345 



Net switching power is the power dissipated by net interconnects and gate capaci-

tance. The amount of net switching power depends on the switching activity (and 

therefore related to the operating frequency) of the cell. The more logic transitions in 

the cell output, the higher the switching power. Lowering the circuit size and reducing 

the supply voltage also directly reduces dynamic power. Cell internal power is con-

sumed within a cell by charging and discharging internal cell capacitances. Internal 

power also includes short-circuit power. In these technologies static power is much 

lower than dynamic power. 

When comparing the power consumption of the two implementations, shown in 

Table 2, we noticed that the low power version always has lower cell internal power 

consumption than the standard version: 41% lower in 180 nm, 33% in 130 nm and 

25% in 90 nm. Cell internal power consumption therefore decreases with smaller 

technologies. However, net switching power increases in the low power version 

(16%, 77% and 70%) compared to the standard version due to the rise in the number 

of net connections. These different switching power values increase in the three tech-

nologies due to the cells chosen by the synthesis tool for the combinational part. 

The most useful comparison was made when the total dynamic power of the stan-

dard and the low power Trivium designs was evaluated. The results show that dy-

namic power consumption in the low power version is lower, in all technologies, than 

dynamic power consumption in the standard version. In 90nm it decreased by a factor 

of about 18%; in 130 nm, by a factor of 23% and in 180 nm by 29%. 

Table 2. Power Report. 
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5 Summary and conclusions 

In this paper we have described and compared a new low power Trivium imple-

mentation based on logic parallelization techniques. We have synthesized the imple-

 

Power@20MHz 

180nm 130nm 90nm 

TRIV LP TRIV LP TRIV LP 

Core Voltage = 1.8V Core Voltage = 1.2 V Core Voltage = 1.2 V 

Cell Internal (W) 868 550 218 145 203 152 

Net Switching (W) 139 162 18 33 16 27 

Total Dynamic (W) 1007 712 236 178 219 179 

Cell leakage  (nW)  89.9 102.9 249.7 290 17.6 19.27 



mentation in three technologies with different gate lengths - 180nm, 130nm and 90 

nm - to compare area penalty and power consumption results. 

The area’s penalty and cell number obtained with this technique is very low (less 

than 6%) while the improvement in dynamic power consumption is quite high (more 

than 18%). For instance, in 180 nm a reduction of 29% was obtainable in dynamic 

power with an area penalty of only about 6.4%. The best solution was in 90 nm, 

where dynamic power was reduced by a factor of 18% and cell area decreased slightly 

by a factor of 0.6%. 

We think this solution might be used in designs where the slight increase in cell 

number requirements is less important than power reduction. In lower technologies it  

could be used for passively-powered applications like RFID tags, smart cards and 

Bluetooth products. 
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