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Abstract Contemporary theoretical controversies in moral, political ad legal
philisophy echo the political debates in the public sphere: mulsiculsuralism,
inequalities between men and women, climate change, wealth inequalities between
nations, 10 state bt four majos pl\adlﬂmm.\:pnlllul peoblems of ghabal
rebevance by b

‘What is striking here is not so much that those issues have a historical context, but
that the latser is a global one. Glohal ksues have, indeed, heen fomulated in a
common langusge—ihe langusge of rights and justice—the spreading of which has
sl fas own global setiing: after ihe Cold Wa's bipolarizaicn, which biased sl
discussions about questions of scope, there has been a shon period in
wark] history—betwoon the fall of the Berdin Wall and the collapse of the Twin
Tuvwers—when there seemed 1o be am unprecedented opportunity for expressing
‘workd probems in berms of ights and justice, that is, not just in terms of power, The
scape of the present volume, bus alo of the whole series on Applied Global Justice,
i 40 take this opp all 1hs

say, since world affairs after /1 1 mnappnrha[wrfll factual objection ko an
ethical approach to world predicaments. Instesd of tum to sonse form of
Realpoliil analysis as soon as power re-eniers the stage—but who sald it had ever
left it between 1989 amd 00| "wwe comsider it is preferuble 1o confront wha
actually happens in the field of power relations with a clear vision of what fair
relations between simics and citizens might he,
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Comtemporary theoretieal controversies in maral, political and legal phalosephy
cuh the politeal debates in the public sphere: muliiculiaralism, moqualities
betwoen i and women. climato change, wealth imoqualitics betwecn nations, 1o
state bus four majoe
s i the i [hectual What luurilum
here is oot so much that those issecs have a historical context, but that the latier isa
glohal vee. Global issues have, indeed, been formsilated in a commson language—
the langusge of rights and justice—the spreading of which has itsell its own ghobal
wetting: after the Cokl War's bipolarization, which biased all discussions aboul
questions of planctary scope, there has beem o shoet period in wosld history—
betwoen the fall of the Berfin Wall and the collapse of the Twin Towens—when
s be ity for expressing workd problems in
Serms. of rights and fustice, that s, not just in terms of power. The scope af the
ppresend volume, bul also of the whole m om Applied Global Justice, is 1o take
this opportnity seriousdy, all . simce
workd affairs after 911 can appear as @ prnv!rﬁll factual ohjection 1o an ethical
approsch 1o world predicsments, Instead of tuming back to some form of
Realpolitit. analysis & soon 35 power re-enters the stage—bat who sail it had
ever beft it hetween 1989 and 20017 —we consider it is preferble 1o confront what
actually happens in the field of power relations with a clear vision of what fair
relations between states and citizens might be,

1 What Is Global Justice?

Pulitical philosophy i ded its fickd of imvestigation when Rawls
decided 10 concentrate on the pormative question of social justice: although the
relevance of the notion of justice was limited by the American philosopher 10 the
realm of economsical and social institutices, this limitation itself has given gresser
force to the armative conchusions of his Theary of Justice, Not oaly did this nevw
theary propose an intercsting (though contesicd) nxethodology for hinking sbout
socisl justice by singly ancharing impartiality and basic cquality in the procedure of
lﬂ""“ﬂ!M.mlnrmmwlbmdﬁwwklwmu

o a society of free and equal

Thus,

pessons,
some of his followers as 3 possible way 1o relavigorsss the Kmmcmwdn
Habbesian woeld-view (cf, Beitz 1979 3-T), What Rawls had done at the domestic
level, i, 10 define the theorctical Mh fll’ mlu wwactal Mu\. Eslitutices in
nerens of justice, was ths 1 whiy not view, it was
suggested, workl instinaions as Rawls bad dom: with national ones, lhu . et juist as
elements in a power pame, bul aluo as devices capable of being asscssed in tenms of
justice The end of the Cold War's ideological divide centainly gave credit 1o ssch 3
hypothesis, and the uncertaingics of the post-9/11 cra did not suffice 1o refule @,






