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Goals:

 Entomopathogenic nematodes (EPNs) are well-

known biological control agents of soil insect pests in 

the agroecosystems

 Current technological advances support the 

expansion of EPN applications against aerial pests

Background:

 Select the best combinations among five 

commercial adjuvants and four EPN populations in 

order to ensure high rates of:

 Survival

 Virulence

 Adherence on leaves
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Commercial adjuvants:

 Nufilm-17

 Adrex

 Water (NC)

EPN populations:

 Steinernema carpocapsae (Scar) ALL

 Steinernema ferltiae (Sfel) RM107 & Koppert

 Heterorhabditis bacteriophora (Hbac) VM21
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Most commercial adjuvants evaluated 

did not decrease EPN survival and virulence 
but  more research will be needed to increase

the adherence of IJs on leaves
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