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Foreword 

This study on the toponym Naref and the god Osiris Naref derives from my doctoral 
dissertation on the mythological traditions of Herakleopolis Magna (capital of the 
20th Upper Egyptian “province”) and its surroundings, written under the direction of 
Miguel Ángel Molinero Polo and defended in the University of La Laguna (Spain) in 
2012. This previous work aimed to explore the local mythemes, i.e. core mythologi-
cal notions reworked in connection with the main — religious, historical, cultural, 
landscape — features of this city and area. While analysing these mythemes, it be-
came clear that local beliefs, particularly the role played by the tutelary deity of a 
province/region, were of crucial importance in the development of local Osirian 
forms (Osiris Naref in the case of the Herakleopolitan area). For space limits it was 
not possible to include a chapter on Osiris Naref in the publication of the disserta-
tion. I originally intended to publish the sources and results of my research on this 
local Osirian manifestation in an article, but the information collected in the mean-
time and its interpretation reached an untamable size for a journal article. A post-
doctoral scholarship of the Swiss Confederation for the academic year 2013‒2014 
and a project centred on the regional characterisation of the god Osiris undertaken 
under the supervision of Susanne Bickel at the Egyptological Seminar of the Univer-
sity of Basel allowed me to turn a preliminary study on this deity into this mono-
graph. The process of revision and preparation for print was undertaken while en-
joying two contracts, first at the University of Basel and then at the Spanish National 
Research Council (within the Djehuty project, directed by José Galán). Thanks are 
due to Miguel Ángel Molinero Polo as well, with whom I discussed the germ of many 
ideas related to Osiris Naref in the course of the preparation of my doctoral disserta-
tion. I am grateful to Miguel Ángel, Susanne, and José for their continuous support 
in the process of developing and bringing this research to publication. Sadly, Cova-
donga Sevilla Cueva, under whom I took my first steps in Egyptology, will not see 
the publication of this book, but I’d like to extend grateful thanks for her continuous 
encouragement. 

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all the colleagues that have con-
tributed to this book in numerous ways: by providing me with bibliographical refer-
ences or scans of irretrievable articles and images, by actively discussing some of 
the issues addressed here, by suggesting new venues of research, and for kindly 
sharing their yet unpublished work with me. Due thanks thus go to: Hartwig  
Altenmüller, Burkhard Backes, Susanne Bickel, Ralph Birk, Francisco Bosch-Puche, 
Laurent Coulon, Andrés Diego, Silvia Einaudi, Henning Franzmeier, José Manuel 
Galán, Ann-Kathrin Gill, Monica Hanna, María de los Ángeles Jiménez, Giuseppina 
Lenzo, Andrea Loprieno-Gnirs, David Klotz, Michela Luiselli, Daniel Méndez, Miguel 
Ángel Molinero, Matthias Müller, Leire Olabarría, José Ramón Pérez-Accino, María 
Carmen Pérez Die, Mark Smith, Hannah Sonbol, Katharina Stövesand, Nùria Torras 
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Benezet, and Alba Villar. I am particularly indebted to Renate Germer and Sabine 
Schmidt for sharing with me their archival work on the material from Abusir el-
Meleq kept at the Ägyptisches Museum und Papyrussammlung (Berlin) and for an-
swering all my doubts with infinite patience. At a personal level, Manuel Rivas Fer-
nández has offered me his affection and constant support during this work, helping 
me to overcome the difficult moments that every research entails and engaging in 
the work of image processing. My family, specially my mother Eugenia Llanos, has 
always given me endless support during these years. This book is dedicated to Ma-
nuel and my mother for all the time that I could not spend with them. 

Finally, Anna Garnett has undertaken with great diligence the task of proofread-
ing this manuscript and has enhanced the English text making it easier to read, 
while Susanne Bickel has carefully and patiently gone through this research making 
useful suggestions and comments. Any shortcomings in the content or the interpre-
tation of the sources used are, however, the sole responsibility of the author. I am 
further grateful to the editors of ZÄS-Beihefte for accepting this book in the series 
and to Mirko Vonderstein, Katrin Hofmann, and Florian Ruppenstein (De Gruyter) 
for their technical and editorial support and assistance during the formatting and 
publication process. 
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